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HR 3397

To require the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, to develop
guidelines regarding the use by the Secretaries of the military departments and the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs of unofficial sources of information to determine the eligibility of a member or former member of the
Armed Forces for benefits and decorations when the member's service records are incomplete because of
damage to the records, including records damaged by a 1973 fire at the National Personnel Records Center in
St. Louis, Missouri.

Congress: 113 (2013-2015, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Oct 30, 2013

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel. (Jan 24, 2014)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/3397

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Capps, Lois [D-CA-24]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: CA « Chamber: House
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Cosponsors (21 total)

Cosponsor

Rep. Brownley, Julia [D-CA-26]
Rep. Maffei, Daniel B. [D-NY-24]
Rep. Van Hollen, Chris [D-MD-8]
Rep. Israel, Steve [D-NY-3]

Rep. Tsongas, Niki [D-MA-3]

Rep. Welch, Peter [D-VT-At Large]
Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9]

Rep. Higgins, Brian [D-NY-26]
Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-17]
Rep. Serrano, Jose E. [D-NY-15]
Rep. Rangel, Charles B. [D-NY-13]
Rep. Conyers, John, Jr. [D-MI-13]
Rep. Johnson, Henry C. "Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4]
Rep. LaMalfa, Doug [R-CA-1]

Rep. McCarthy, Carolyn [D-NY-4]
Rep. Schneider, Bradley Scott [D-IL-10]
Rep. Simpson, Michael K. [R-ID-2]
Rep. Stewart, Chris [R-UT-2]

Rep. Tonko, Paul [D-NY-20]

Rep. Murphy, Patrick [D-FL-18]
Rep. Gabbard, Tulsi [D-HI-2]

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber
Armed Services Committee House
Veterans' Affairs Committee House

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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o 0o »x X OO WO O OO OO OO OO0 0O 0o

- CA
-NY
-MD
-NY
- MA
-VT
- TN
- NY
- CA
- NY
-NY
- Ml
- GA
- CA
- NY

Activity
Referred to

Referred to

Date
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Summary (as of Oct 30, 2013)

Directs the Secretary of Defense (DOD) to develop guidelines for the use by the Secretaries of the military departments
and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA) of unofficial sources of information, including eyewitness statements, to
determine the eligibility of a member or former member of the Armed Forces for benefits and decorations when the
member's service records are incomplete because of damage to the records as a result of the 1973 fire at the National

Personnel Records Center in St. Louis, Missouri, or any subsequent incident while the records were in DOD's
possession.

Actions Timeline

Jan 24, 2014: Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel.

Nov 12, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs.

Oct 30, 2013: Introduced in House

Oct 30, 2013: Referred to the Committee on Armed Services, and in addition to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs, for

a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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