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HR 329
Strengthening Background Checks Act of 2013

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: Jan 22, 2013
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, And Investigations.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, And Investigations.  (Feb 28,
2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/329 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Fitzpatrick, Michael G. [R-PA-8] 
Party: Republican   •   State: PA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Lance, Leonard [R-NJ-7] R · NJ Mar 5, 2013

Rep. Lynch, Stephen F. [D-MA-8] D · MA Apr 9, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Feb 28, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jan 22, 2013) 

Strengthening Background Checks Act of 2013 - Amends the NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007 to require

each state, for each fiscal year after a two-year period after this Act's enactment, to have in effect laws and policies that

require it to: (1) provide to the Attorney General not less than 90% of the records relevant to a determination of whether a

person is disqualified from possessing or receiving a firearm that are required to be provided under such Act for the

National Instant Criminal Background Check System; and (2) provide such records to the Attorney General in the same

manner, or in a manner substantially similar to, that in which such records are required to be provided by the state under

such Act.

Directs the Attorney General to withhold 10% of the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant funds that would

otherwise be allocated to the state if the state fails to comply with such requirements. Authorizes the Attorney General to

waive such withholding for a state: (1) for one year if the state provides substantial evidence that it is making a

reasonable effort to comply; and (2) for additional one-year periods if the state provides substantial evidence that it is

making a reasonable effort to comply and if the Attorney General withholds 5% of the amount that would otherwise be

allocated to a state for each one-year period.

Authorizes appropriations for FY2012-FY2015 for grants under such Act to states and Indian tribal governments to

establish or upgrade information and identification technologies for firearms eligibility determinations. Appropriates such

authorized amount for the first fiscal year beginning after enactment of this Act and cancels a corresponding amount of

the unobligated balances available under the Department of Justice Assets Forfeiture Fund.

Actions Timeline

Feb 28, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, And Investigations.
Jan 22, 2013: Introduced in House
Jan 22, 2013: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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