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SRES 311
A resolution calling on the International Olympic Committee (IOC) to strongly oppose Russia's discriminatory
law against the freedom of expression for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) persons and to
obtain written assurance that host countries of the Olympic Games will uphold all international human rights
and civil rights obligations for all persons observing or participating in the Games regardless of race, sex,
sexual orientation, or gender identity, and for other purposes.

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Sports and Recreation
Introduced: Nov 21, 2013
Current Status: Referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure as introduced:
Latest Action: Referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure as introduced:
CR S8465-8466)  (Nov 21, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-resolution/311 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: OR   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (3 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D · CA Nov 21, 2013

Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D · CA Nov 21, 2013

Sen. Murphy, Christopher [D-CT] D · CT Nov 21, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Nov 21, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Sports and Recreation

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Nov 21, 2013) 

Calls on the International Olympic Committee (IOC) to: (1) strongly oppose Russia's discriminatory law against the

freedom of expression for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) persons as inconsistent with Russia's

international obligations and with the value of the Olympic movement; (2) insist, as a condition of holding the planned

Olympic Games in Sochi, that the Government of the Russian Federation provide unconditional assurance that no one

involved or affiliated with the Olympic Games will have their human rights, including their right to free expression, violated

due to their actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity or expression of support for LGBT human rights; (3)

insist that venders and contractors have LGBT nondiscrimination policies in place for the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi

and for all future Olympic Games or other Olympic events; (4) call on the Russian Federation to allow a Pride House that

has the mission of celebrating diversity and inclusiveness through sport and raising awareness of LGBT discrimination

and criminalization; and (5) amend its charter to state that discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity

is not compatible with the Olympic Games.

Urges the United States Olympic Committee to intervene and assist the IOC in establishing such objectives.

Actions Timeline

Nov 21, 2013: Introduced in Senate
Nov 21, 2013: Referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure as introduced:
CR S8465-8466)
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