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HR 2586
FISA Court Accountability Act

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Law
Introduced: Jun 28, 2013
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.  (Jul 15, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/2586 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: TN   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (11 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Cartwright, Matt [D-PA-17] D · PA Jul 11, 2013

Rep. Cleaver, Emanuel [D-MO-5] D · MO Jul 11, 2013

Rep. Conyers, John, Jr. [D-MI-13] D · MI Jul 11, 2013

Rep. Cooper, Jim [D-TN-5] D · TN Jul 11, 2013

Rep. Duncan, John J., Jr. [R-TN-2] R · TN Jul 11, 2013

Rep. Ellison, Keith [D-MN-5] D · MN Jul 11, 2013

Rep. Miller, George [D-CA-11] D · CA Jul 11, 2013

Rep. Pingree, Chellie [D-ME-1] D · ME Jul 11, 2013

Rep. Polis, Jared [D-CO-2] D · CO Jul 11, 2013

Rep. Yarmuth, John A. [D-KY-3] D · KY Jul 11, 2013

Rep. Welch, Peter [D-VT-At Large] D · VT Jul 24, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Intelligence (Permanent Select) Committee House Referred To Jun 28, 2013

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Jul 15, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Law

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 HR 3195 Related bill Jan 9, 2014: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and
Investigations.
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Summary  (as of Jun 28, 2013) 

FISA Court Accountability Act - Amends the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (FISA) to require the Foreign

Intelligence Surveillance Court to consist of 11 publicly designated district court judges, of whom 3 judges are designated

by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and 2 judges each are designated, respectively, by the Speaker of the House

of Representatives, the minority leader of the House of Representatives, and the majority and minority leaders of the

Senate. (Currently, the Chief Justice designates all 11 judges.)

Requires any authority exercised by the court en banc (consisting of all judges who constitute the court when an en banc

proceeding is ordered by a majority of the judges in certain circumstances) to be exercised only when agreed to by at

least 60% of the judges sitting en banc.

Directs the Chief Justice, the Speaker, and the majority leader of the Senate (or, if the majority leader is a member of the

same political party as the Speaker, the minority leader of the Senate) to each publicly designate one judge from the U.S.

district courts or courts of appeals who together shall comprise the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court of Review.

(Currently, the Chief Justice designates all three of such judges.) Allows such court to decide in favor of the government

only if the decision of the reviewing judges is unanimous.

Directs the Attorney General (DOJ) to submit to Congress a copy of any decision, order, or opinion issued by each court

(currently, only those issuances with a significant construction or interpretation of FISA) along with an unclassified

summary of each such decision, order, or opinion.

Actions Timeline

Jul 15, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.
Jun 28, 2013: Introduced in House
Jun 28, 2013: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Intelligence (Permanent
Select), for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions
as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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