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S 2518
College Access Act of 2014

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Education
Introduced: Jun 24, 2014
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.  (Jun 24, 2014) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/2518 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Franken, Al [D-MN] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: MN   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Jun 24, 2014

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jun 24, 2014) 

College Access Act of 2014 - Directs the Secretary of Education to award competitive planning grants and competitive

implementation grants to states to plan and implement comprehensive state plans to: (1) enhance the affordability of

postsecondary education; and (2) increase the number and percentage of students attaining a postsecondary credential,

particularly first generation and low-income college students.

Requires each comprehensive state plan to require the implementation of:

specified measures to increase the transparency and accessibility of the information provided to students and their

families about the costs and outcomes of attaining a postsecondary credential in the state, including the adoption

by each institution of higher education (IHE) of a net price calculator linked to the IHE's website that provides

individualized information and meets certain other requirements; and

measures to maintain or increase fiscal support for postsecondary education that include increasing need-based

grant aid for postsecondary education and restricting tuition increases at public IHEs to a rate that lies below the

inflation rate.

Requires each comprehensive state plan to require one or more of the following reforms that are not already in place in

the state:

removing barriers to innovation in postsecondary education by developing innovative education delivery models,

promoting the use of technology, and creating or expanding the use of open educational resources;

improving the students' transition to and from postsecondary institutions and increasing their graduation rate by

increasing their participation in accelerated learning models, reforming postsecondary remediation, improving the

credit transfer policies and articulation agreements between or among IHEs, and incentivizing IHEs to increase the

number and percentage of Federal Pell Grant recipients who attain a postsecondary credential.

Requires applicants for a planning grant and applicants for an implementation grant that have not received a planning

grant to establish performance indicators, annual targets, and goals to track their performance in:

implementing the reforms that are required by their plans,

increasing the graduation rate of first generation and low-income college students and the number and percentage

of students from community colleges and postsecondary vocational schools who transfer to a four-year IHE and

attain a baccalaureate degree, and

reducing the net price of attaining a postsecondary credential.

Terminates an implementation grant after two years if the Secretary determines that the state is making insufficient

progress in implementing its comprehensive state plan and meeting its annual targets.

Directs the Secretary to: (1) evaluate the implementation and impact of this Act's requirements, and (2) disseminate

research on best practices for achieving this Act's objectives.

Actions Timeline

Jun 24, 2014: Introduced in Senate
Jun 24, 2014: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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