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S 2316

A bill to require the Inspector General of the Department of Veterans Affairs to submit a report on wait times for
veterans seeking medical appointments and treatment from the Department of Veterans Affairs, to prohibit

closure of medical facilities of the Department, and for other purposes.

Congress: 113 (2013-2015, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: May 12, 2014
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. (May 12, 2014)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/2316

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Thune, John [R-SD]

Party: Republican < State SD ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (6 total)

Cosponsor

Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.

Sen.

Lee, Mike [R-UT]

Risch, James E. [R-ID]
Enzi, Michael B. [R-WY]
Inhofe, James M. [R-OK]
Roberts, Pat [R-KS]
Scott, Tim [R-SC]

Committee Activity

Committee

Veterans' Affairs Committee

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Date Joined

May 14, 2014
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Date
May 12, 2014
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Summary (as of May 12, 2014)

Requires the Inspector General of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to submit to Congress within 180 days after
enactment of this Act a report on wait times for veterans seeking medical appointments and treatment from the VA, which
shall include: (1) information on wait times throughout the United States, and (2) a determination by the Inspector
General as to whether such wait times have been prolonged by VA employees without a valid medical or administrative
reason.

Prohibits the VA Secretary from closing any VA medical facility, or from using any VA funds to prepare any environment
impact statement related to such closure, before such report is submitted, or after the report is submitted if the Inspector
General determines that wait times have been prolonged by VA employees without a valid reason, unless the Secretary
certifies that such closure will not:

e increase the wait times for veterans in the catchment area of such medical facility;

e decrease the quality of care provided to such veterans;

e impede the access of such veterans to specialized health care services or to VA residential rehabilitation treatment
programs and other inpatient care;

e increase the distance required to be traveled by such veterans to receive care; or

e impede the access to medical care for such veterans that are members of Indian tribes.

Terminates such prohibition when the Inspector General certifies that such wait times are not being prolonged by VA
employees without a valid reason.

Actions Timeline

e May 12, 2014: Introduced in Senate
e May 12, 2014: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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