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S 2097
Responsible Unemployment Compensation Extension Act of 2014

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Labor and Employment
Introduced: Mar 6, 2014
Current Status: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 318.
Latest Action: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 318. 
(Mar 10, 2014) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/2097 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Heller, Dean [R-NV] 
Party: Republican   •   State: NV   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (6 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Ayotte, Kelly [R-NH] R · NH Mar 6, 2014

Sen. Coats, Daniel [R-IN] R · IN Mar 6, 2014

Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] R · ME Mar 6, 2014

Sen. Kirk, Mark Steven [R-IL] R · IL Mar 6, 2014

Sen. Murkowski, Lisa [R-AK] R · AK Mar 6, 2014

Sen. Portman, Rob [R-OH] R · OH Mar 6, 2014

Committee Activity

No committee referrals or activity are recorded for this bill.

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Labor and Employment
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Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 HR
4970 

Related bill Nov 17, 2014: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions.

113 S
2532 

Related bill Jun 25, 2014: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.

113 HR
4415 

Related bill Jun 13, 2014: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions.

113 HR
4550 

Related bill Jun 13, 2014: Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training.

113 S
2149 

Related bill Mar 25, 2014: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders.
Calendar No. 335.

113 S
2148 

Related bill Mar 24, 2014: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders.
Calendar No. 331.

113 S
2077 

Related bill Mar 5, 2014: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders.
Calendar No. 315.

113 HR
3824 

Related bill Feb 28, 2014: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR H2068-2069)

113 S
1845 

Related bill Feb 6, 2014: Motion by Senator Reid to reconsider the vote by which second cloture was not invoked on the
bill (Record Vote No. 24) made in Senate. (consideration: CR S794)

113 S
1931 

Related bill Jan 16, 2014: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders.
Calendar No. 296.

113 HR
3773 

Related bill Dec 16, 2013: Referred to the House Committee on Ways and Means.

113 S
1797 

Related bill Dec 11, 2013: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders.
Calendar No. 259.

113 HR
3546 

Related bill Nov 21, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials.

113 S
1747 

Related bill Nov 20, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.

113 HR
2448 

Related bill Jul 23, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Human Resources.

113 S
1099 

Related bill Jun 6, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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Summary  (as of Mar 6, 2014) 

Emergency Unemployment Compensation Extension Act - Amends the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2008 (SAA,

2008) to extend emergency unemployment compensation (EUC) payments for eligible individuals to weeks of

employment ending on or before June 1, 2014.

Amends the Assistance for Unemployed Workers and Struggling Families Act to extend until May 31, 2014, requirements

that federal payments to states cover 100% of EUC.

Amends the Unemployment Compensation Extension Act of 2008 to exempt weeks of unemployment between

enactment of this Act and November 30, 2014, from the prohibition in the Federal-State Extended Unemployment

Compensation Act of 1970 (FSEUCA of 1970) against federal matching payments to a state for the first week in an

individual's eligibility period for which extended compensation or sharable regular compensation is paid if the state law

provides for payment of regular compensation to an individual for his or her first week of otherwise compensable

unemployment. (Thus allows temporary federal matching for the first week of extended benefits for states with no waiting

period.)

Amends the FSEUCA of 1970 to postpone similarly from December 31, 2013, to May 31, 2014, termination of the period

during which a state may determine its "on" and "off" indicators according to specified temporary substitutions in its

formula.

Amends the SAA, 2008 to appropriate funds out of the employment security administration account through the first five

months of FY2015 to assist states in providing reemployment and eligibility assessment activities.

Amends the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act to extend through May 31, 2014, the temporary increase in extended

unemployment benefits.

Makes a change in application of a certain requirement (nonreduction rule) to a state that has entered a federal-state

EUC agreement, under which the federal government would reimburse the state's unemployment compensation agency

making EUC payments to individuals who have exhausted all rights to regular unemployment compensation under state

or federal law and meet specified other criteria.

(Under the nonreduction rule such an agreement does not apply with respect to a state whose method for computing

regular unemployment compensation under state law has been modified to make the average weekly unemployment

compensation benefit paid on or after June 2, 2010, less than what would have been paid before June 2, 2010.)

Declares that the nonreduction rule shall not apply to a state which has enacted a law before December 1, 2013, that,

upon taking effect, would violate the nonreduction rule. Allows a state whose agreement was terminated, however, to

enter into a subsequent federal-state EUC agreement on or after enactment of this Act if, taking into account this

inapplicability of the nonreduction rule, it would otherwise meet the requirements for an EUC agreement. (Thus allows

such a subsequent EUC agreement to permit payment of less than the average weekly unemployment compensation

benefit paid on or after June 2, 2010.)

Amends the SAA, 2008 to require that the state reemployment services and in-person reemployment and eligibility

assessment activities provided to EUC recipients include an assessment of the reasons why the individual continues to

be unemployed and the actions he or she must undertake to improve his or her employment prospects (including through

enrollment in a job retraining program under this Act if the state has made such an election).



Authorizes a state to elect to require an individual, as a condition of eligibility for EUC for any week, to:

participate in a state approved job retraining program during that week, or

perform at least 20 hours of community service during the week if the state determines that his or her participation

in the program for that week is not appropriate.

Defines "community service" as unpaid service by an individual to a tax-exempt nonprofit organization or to a federal,

state, or local agency.

Prohibits EUC payments to any individual for any week of unemployment during which the person fails to:

accept any offer of suitable work or fails to apply for any suitable work to which the individual was referred by the

state agency; or

actively engage in seeking work, unless he or she is: (1) on jury duty before any federal or state court; or (2)

hospitalized for treatment of an emergency or a life-threatening condition.

States that if any individual is ineligible for EUC for any week because of failure to meet these requirements, he or she

shall be ineligible to receive EUC for any week which:

begins with the week following the week in which such failure occurs; and

does not end until the individual has been employed during at least four weeks beginning after such failure, and

the total remuneration the individual earns for being so employed is at least four times his or her average weekly

benefit amount for the benefit year.

Prohibits the denial of EUC to any individual for any week because of failure to accept an offer of, or apply for, suitable

work if:

the gross average weekly remuneration payable to such individual for the position does not exceed the sum of the

individual's average weekly benefit amount for his or her benefit year, plus the amount (if any) of supplemental

unemployment compensation benefits payable to that individual for that week;

the position was not offered to the individual in writing and was not listed with the state employment service;

such failure would not result in a denial of compensation under the applicable state law to the extent that it is not

inconsistent with SAA, 2008; or

the position pays wages less than the higher of the minimum wage provided by the Fair Labor Standards Act of

1938, without regard to any exemption, or any applicable state or local minimum wage.

Prohibits the use of federal funds to make payments of unemployment compensation to any individual whose adjusted

gross income in the preceding year was at least $1 million.

Requires the Secretary of Labor, in coordination with the Director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), to

report to appropriate congressional committees on the consolidation of federal job training programs and activities

determined to be unnecessarily duplicative.

Amends the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA) and the Internal Revenue Code to revise the

applicable percentages for determining minimum funding standards for single-employer defined benefit pension plans

(funding stabilization). Exempts plans providing accelerated benefit distributions from the application of such standards.

Amends title II (Old Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance) (OASDI) of the Social Security Act, for any month before an



individual reaches retirement age, to reduce the total of the individual's monthly disability insurance benefits and any

OASDI benefits based on wages and self-employment income by the total amount of any unemployment compensation

(UC) received for that month (but not below zero). (Thus reduces the benefits based on receipt of UC.)

Applies this reduction to any past-due monthly disability insurance benefits for any month in which the individual was

entitled both to them and to UC.

Makes the reduction inapplicable if the individual is entitled to UC for a month following a period of: (1) trial work, (2)

participation in the Ticket to Work and Self-Sufficiency Program, or (3) participation in any other program designed to

encourage an individual entitled to such benefits to work.

Amends the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985 to extend through FY2024 the authority of the

Secretary of the Treasury to collect customs user fees for the processing of certain merchandise.

Actions Timeline

Mar 10, 2014: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 318.
Mar 6, 2014: Introduced in Senate
Mar 6, 2014: Introduced in the Senate. Read the first time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under Read the First
Time.
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