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S 2034

Reclamation Title Transfer Act of 2014

Congress: 113 (2013-2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Water Resources Development
Introduced: Feb 24, 2014

Current Status. Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Senate Subcommittee on Water and Power. Hearings held.
Wit

Latest Action: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Senate Subcommittee on Water and Power. Hearings held.
With printed Hearing: S.Hrg. 113-284. (Feb 27, 2014)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-hill/2034

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Schatz, Brian [D-HI]
Party: Democratic « State: HI ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors
No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Hearings By (subcommittee) Feb 27, 2014

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Water Resources Development

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Feb 24, 2014)

Reclamation Title Transfer Act of 2014 - Authorizes the Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation to establish a
program that: (1) identifies and analyzes the potential for public benefits from the transfer of eligible facilities out of
federal ownership, and (2) facilitates the transfer of such facilities to qualifying entities to promote more efficient
management of water and water-related facilities.

Defines: (1) "eligible facilities" as reclamation projects or facilities (including dams and appurtenant works, infrastructure,
recreational facilities, buildings, distribution and drainage works, and associated land or interests in land or water) for
which the United States holds title and that meet the criteria for potential transfer established by this Act; and (2)
"qualifying entity" as a state, local government, Indian tribe, municipal or quasi-municipal corporation, or other entity
(such as a water district) that has the capacity to continue to manage the conveyed property for the same purposes that
the property has been managed under the reclamation laws.

Authorizes the Commissioner to convey an eligible facility to a qualifying entity without further authorization from
Congress. Grants a qualifying entity that is operating an eligible facility at the time conveyance is being considered the
right of first refusal.

Authorizes the Commissioner to reserve an easement over a conveyed property if necessary for the management of any
interests retained by the federal government. Directs the Commissioner to retain any mineral interests associated with a
conveyed property.

Requires the Commissioner to: (1) establish criteria for determining whether facilities are eligible for conveyance under
this Act, including that the qualifying entity agrees to use the eligible facility for substantially the same purposes the
facility is being used for at the time the transfer is being evaluated and that such a conveyance is in the financial interest
of the United States; and (2) make information on how the determinations are made publicly available.

Terminates the Secretary's authority to carry out such conveyances 15 years after this Act's enactment.

Actions Timeline

e Feb 27, 2014: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Senate Subcommittee on Water and Power. Hearings held.
With printed Hearing: S.Hrg. 113-284.

e Feb 24, 2014: Introduced in Senate

e Feb 24, 2014: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.
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