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HR 1927
More Water and Security for Californians Act

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Water Resources Development
Introduced: May 9, 2013
Current Status: Committee Hearings Held.
Latest Action: Committee Hearings Held.  (Sep 9, 2014) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/1927 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Costa, Jim [D-CA-16] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Natural Resources Committee House Hearings By (full committee) Sep 9, 2014

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Water Resources Development

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of May 9, 2013) 

More Water and Security for Californians Act - Deems requirements of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 relating to

operations of the Central Valley Project and the California State Water Project to be satisfied with regard to the species

and their critical habitat covered by the biological opinions for the operations of such Projects issued by the United States

Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) if:

the alternatives described in that portion of the biological opinions entitled "Reasonable and Prudent Alternatives"

are implemented; and

the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Commerce ensure that: (1) between December 1 and June 30,

neither such biological opinion shall restrict flow in Old and Middle Rivers to a 14-day average of the mean daily

flow to achieve flow less negative than -5,000 cubic feet per second; (2) between April 1 and May 31, rates of

pumping at the C.W. "Bill" Jones Pumping Plant and Harvey O. Banks Pumping Plant shall not be reduced

pursuant to such NMFS opinion, except as required to implement California State Water Resources Control Board

Water Rights Decision 1641 or a superseding water rights decision; and (3) between September 1 and November

30, a monthly average x2 (salinity zone index) of no greater than 74 km from the Golden Gate shall be maintained

only to the extent that such action does not diminish the capability of either the Central Valley Project or the

California State Water Project to make water available for other authorized project purposes.

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to modify such mandates  upon recommendations of the National Research

Council Committee on Sustainable Water and Environmental Management in the California Bay-Delta, if such

modifications would: (1) provide greater benefits to the species covered by such biological opinions, and (2) not reduce

the water delivery capability of such Projects more than their delivery capability allowed under such mandates.

Requires such Secretaries to: (1) establish a fish hatchery program or refuge to preserve and restore the delta smelt in

collaboration with the governor of California; (2) implement a habitat program under which each Secretary shall identify,

prioritize, and implement key ecosystem restoration and fish passage projects in the ecosystem of, and on tributaries to,

the California Bay-Delta to help ensure the viability of at-risk species and  threatened or endangered species; and (3)

install the Head of Old River Barrier during the April-May pulse flow, as set forth in California State Water Resources

Control Board Water Rights Decision 1641.

Preempts any state law that authorizes the imposition of restrictions on the operation of the Projects in a manner that is

more restrictive than this Act.

Terminates this Act on March 1, 2020.

Actions Timeline

Sep 9, 2014: Committee Hearings Held.
May 9, 2013: Introduced in House
May 9, 2013: Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources.
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