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S1801
Level the Playing Field in Global Trade Act of 2013

Congress: 113 (2013-2015, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Foreign Trade and International Finance

Introduced: Dec 11, 2013

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (Dec 11, 2013)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1801
Sponsor

Name: Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: OR ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI] D Wi Dec 11, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Dec 11, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Foreign Trade and International Finance

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Dec 11, 2013)

Level the Playing Field in Global Trade Act of 2013 - Expresses the sense of Congress that: (1) U.S. antidumping and
countervailing duty laws provide targeted, effective relief against unfair trade practices and must be protected and
enhanced; and (2) the failure to include within antidumping duty calculations the real costs of inadequate wages and
insufficient workplace safety conditions and environmental controls has a substantial negative effect on U.S.
manufacturing and the U.S. economy and fails to support efforts to improve conditions for working families and the
environment in the United States and around the world.

Amends the Tariff Act of 1930 with respect to a fair comparison, for purposes of an antidumping investigation or review,
between the actual or constructed export price of subject merchandise and its normal value. Requires an increase in the
normal value price determination by the difference, if any, between the actual cost of producing the merchandise and the
estimated cost of producing that merchandise if the producer paid its employees adequate wages and maintained
sustainable production methods.

Requires the administering authority, at the request of an exporter or producer of subject merchandise, to reduce the
amount of that increase (credit) by an amount that reflects the extent to which the merchandise was produced under
conditions under which all employees receive adequate wages and sustainable production methods are maintained.

Authorizes an exporter or producer seeking to import merchandise into the United States to request the administering
authority to issue a precertification that the merchandise is eligible for credits before an investigation is initiated.

Allows the administering authority to issue a precertification for all merchandise imported from a country if that country's
government maintains and enforces laws requiring all producers of such merchandise in that country to pay its
employees adequate wages and to maintain sustainable production methods.

Authorizes the administering authority, the Secretary of Labor, and the Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) to establish jointly procedures pursuant to which obtaining certification from an independent, third-party,
standards-setting organization may demonstrate the eligibility for a precertification of an exporter or producer or of a
country.

Actions Timeline

e Dec 11, 2013: Introduced in Senate
e Dec 11, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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