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S 1783
Federal Prison Reform Act of 2013

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: Dec 9, 2013
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced: CR S8567-
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced: CR S8567-
8572)  (Dec 9, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1783 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Cornyn, John [R-TX] 
Party: Republican   •   State: TX   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (3 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Grassley, Chuck [R-IA] R · IA Dec 9, 2013

Sen. Hatch, Orrin G. [R-UT] R · UT Dec 9, 2013

Sen. Lee, Mike [R-UT] R · UT Dec 9, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Referred To Dec 9, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 HR 2656 Related bill Sep 13, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and
Investigations.
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Summary  (as of Dec 9, 2013) 

Federal Prison Reform Act of 2013 - Directs the Attorney General to: (1) develop a Post-Sentencing Risk and Needs

Assessment System for use by the Bureau of Prisons; (2) develop recommendations regarding recidivism reduction

programs and productive activities; (3) conduct ongoing research and data analysis to determine the best practices

regarding the use of offender risk and needs assessment tools, the best available tools, the most effective and efficient

uses of such tools, and which recidivism reduction programs are the most effective; and (4) review such System,

recommendations, and research biennially to determine whether revisions or updates should be made.

Requires the System to provide such tools in order to: (1) classify the recidivism risk level of all prisoners as low,

moderate, or high as part of the intake process and ensure that low-risk prisoners are grouped with low-risk prisoners in

all housing and assignment decisions; (2) assign covered prisoners to recidivism reduction programs or productive

activities based on such classification; (3) reassess the recidivism risk level periodically and make appropriate

reassignments; and (4) determine when a low-risk prisoner is qualified to transfer to pre-release custody.

Directs the Attorney General to: (1) adapt the Federal Post Conviction Risk Assessment Tool developed and utilized by

the Administrative Office of the United States Courts in order to develop suitable risk and needs assessment tools to be

used under the System, and (2) ensure that the tool to be used in reassessments measures indicators of progress and

improvement and of regression.

Requires the System to provide: (1) guidance on the kind and amount of recidivism reduction programming or productive

activities assigned for each classification of prisoner; (2) specified incentives and rewards to prisoners that have

successfully completed such programs and activities, including phone and visitation privileges, time credits, and transfer

to pre-release custody; and (3) guidelines for reducing awards for prisoners who violate program, activity, or penal or

correctional facility rules. Prohibits prisoners convicted of specified offenses from receiving time credits.

Requires the reassessment of a covered prisoner who has successfully completed recidivism reduction programming or

productive activities, the reassignment of such prisoner to appropriate programs or activities, and the provision of

applicable time credits.

Directs the Attorney General to: (1) develop training protocols and programs for Bureau officials and employees

responsible for administering the System; (2) monitor and assess the use of the System; (3) review the effectiveness of

existing recidivism reduction programs and productive activities, including prison jobs, in Bureau-operated facilities; (4)

conduct or fund research to evaluate the effectiveness of established programs offered through organizations that do not

rely on federal funding in reducing recidivism; and (5) make recommendations to the Bureau regarding the addition of any

new effective programs and activities that would help to reduce recidivism.

Directs the Bureau to: (1) implement the System and complete a risk and needs assessment for each prisoner, and (2)

expand effective recidivism reduction programs and productive activities offered and add any new program or productive

activity necessary to effectively implement the System. Sets forth requirements regarding: (1) a phase-in of development

and operation of such recidivism reduction programs and productive activities; (2) partnerships between penal or

correctional facilities and nonprofit organizations, institutions of higher education, and private entities to expand such

programs and activities; (3) penalties to be imposed on the Bureau for failure to implement the System, complete

assessments, or add or expand programs and activities; and (4) prisoner transfers into pre-release custody.



Actions Timeline

Dec 9, 2013: Introduced in Senate
Dec 9, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced: CR S8567-
8572)
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