LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — December 13, 2025
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/113/s/1717

S1717

SERVE Act of 2013

Congress: 113 (2013-2015, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Nov 14, 2013

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. (Nov 14, 2013)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1717
Sponsor

Name: Sen. Kaine, Tim [D-VA]

Party: Democratic « State: VA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Chambliss, Saxby [R-GA] R-GA Nov 14, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Veterans' Affairs Committee Senate Referred To Nov 14, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Nov 14, 2013)

Servicemember Education Reform and Vocational Enhancement Act of 2013 or the SERVE Act of 2013 - Authorizes the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs or a state approving agency (SAA) to approve, for purposes of veterans' educational
assistance provided through the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), a course that leads to an associate or higher
degree only when such course is an eligible program offered by an institution of higher education that has entered into
and is complying with a program approved by the Secretary of Education. Provides conditions under which the VA
Secretary or an SAA may approve a course that does not lead to an associate or higher degree or is not approved by the
Secretary of Education.

Requires educational institutions that enroll veterans to: (1) provide, upon the request of the VA Secretary, information
about their educational programs, including accreditation, tuition, and graduation rates for disclosure to veterans; and (2)
provide academic or career counseling to such veterans.

Requires each SAA, as a condition of receiving VA reimbursement for program approval activities, to conduct education
and outreach activities to assist veterans in making well-informed choices about their education and successful transition
into an educational environment. Requires: (1) SAAs to conduct annual audits of educational institutions that have VA
program participants, and (2) the VA Secretary to conduct mandatory compliance reviews of such institutions.

Requires the VA Secretary, in cooperation with specified federal officials and state agencies, to commence a five-state
pilot program to assess the feasibility and advisability of developing policy, processes, and best practices to: (1) ensure
the availability of educational assistance providing on-job or vocational training for military personnel who served on
active duty on or after September 11, 2001, and (2) encourage veterans to pursue such educational assistance. Requires
the VA Secretary, under such pilot program, to conduct outreach to members of the Armed Forces and veterans on the
availability of such educational assistance, the benefits of such assistance, and the process for obtaining such
assistance.

Requires reports by the VA Secretary and the Secretary of Defense (DOD) under the post 9/11 educational assistance
program to: (1) be disaggregated by for-profit and not-for-profit educational institutions; (2) include all substantiated
reports of misrepresentation, waste, fraud, abuse by educational institutions at which veterans are enrolled in an
educational program administered by VA or DOD; and (3) provide a list of all previously approved educational institutions
serving veterans that are no longer in compliance with VA or DOD requirements for educational assistance programs.

Actions Timeline

e Nov 14, 2013: Introduced in Senate
e Nov 14, 2013: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S8054-8055)
e Nov 14, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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