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S 1675
Recidivism Reduction and Public Safety Act of 2014

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: Nov 7, 2013
Current Status: Committee on the Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and Human Rights. Hearings
Latest Action: Committee on the Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and Human Rights. Hearings
held.  (Dec 9, 2014) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1675 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: RI   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (8 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Portman, Rob [R-OH] R · OH Nov 13, 2013

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D · CT Mar 10, 2014

Sen. Cornyn, John [R-TX] R · TX Mar 10, 2014

Sen. Hatch, Orrin G. [R-UT] R · UT Mar 10, 2014

Sen. Lee, Mike [R-UT] R · UT Mar 10, 2014

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Mar 10, 2014

Sen. Rubio, Marco [R-FL] R · FL May 14, 2014

Sen. Paul, Rand [R-KY] R · KY Jul 10, 2014

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Hearings By (subcommittee) Dec 9, 2014

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Mar 11, 2014) 

Recidivism Reduction and Public Safety Act of 2014 - (Sec. 2) Directs the Attorney General to: (1) conduct a review of

recidivism reduction programming and productive activities, including prison jobs, offered in correctional institutions; (2)

conduct a survey to identify products currently manufactured overseas that could be manufactured by prisoners without

reducing job opportunities for other U.S. workers; and (3) submit to the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations

and the Judiciary a strategic plan for the expansion of recidivism reduction programming and productive activities,

including prison jobs, in Bureau of Prison facilities.

Amends the federal criminal code to direct the Director of the Bureau of Prisons to make available appropriate recidivism

reduction programming or productive activities, including prison jobs, to all eligible prisoners and to assign such prisoners

to such activities using the Post-Sentencing Risk and Needs Assessment System developed by the Attorney General.

Defines "eligible prisoner" to mean a prisoner serving a sentence of incarceration for conviction of a federal offense, but

excludes a prisoner whom the Bureau of Prisons determines: (1) is medically unable to successfully complete recidivism

reduction activities, (2) would present a security risk if permitted to participate in such activities, or (3) is serving a

sentence of incarceration of less than one month.

Directs the Attorney General to issue regulations requiring the official in charge of each correctional facility to enter into

partnerships with nonprofit organizations, including faith-based and community-based organizations, educational

organizations, and private entities, to make recidivism reduction programming and productive activities available to

eligible prisoners.

Grants eligibility to a prisoner who has successfully completed a recidivism reduction program or productive activity for

time credits for each period of 30 days of successful completion of such a program or activity, except prisoners who have

been convicted of certain federal crimes, including crimes involving terrorism, violence, or child exploitation. Sets forth

criteria for determining whether a prisoner has successfully completed such a program or activity.

(Sec. 3) Requires the Attorney General to develop the Post-Sentencing Risk and Needs Assessment System for use by

the Bureau of Prisons to: (1) assess and determine the recidivism risk level of all prisoners and classify each prisoner as

having a low, moderate, or high risk of recidivism, (2) ensure that low-risk prisoners are grouped together in housing and

assignment decisions, and (3) provide information on best practices. Directs the Attorney General to: (1) develop training

protocols and programs for Bureau of Prisons officials and employees responsible for administering the System, and (2)

monitor and assess the use of the System and conduct periodic audits of its use at Bureau of Prisons facilities.

(Sec. 4) Amends the federal criminal code to allow a prisoner: (1) a period of home confinement as part of a program of

prerelease custody, not to exceed 10% of the prisoner's imposed sentence; (2) to enter into prerelease custody if such

prisoner is classified as low or moderate risk; and (3) to serve a certain portion of his or her sentence on community

supervision if such prisoner is classified as low risk, complies with all conditions of prerelease custody, remains current

on financial obligations, and refrains from committing any federal, state, or local offense.

Prohibits the Director of the Bureau of Prisons from transferring a prisoner to prerelease custody if the prisoner has been

sentenced to a term of incarceration of more than three years unless the Director gives six-month's prior notice to the

sentencing court of such transfer.

(Sec. 5) Requires the Attorney General to report to specified congressional committees on: (1) activities and

accomplishments of the Attorney General in carrying out this Act, an assessment of the status and use of the Post-



Sentencing Risk and Needs Assessment System by the Bureau of Prisons, a summary and assessment of recidivism

reduction programs operated by the Bureau of Prisons, and an assessment of budgetary saving resulting from this Act;

(2) the status of prison work programs; (3) rates of recidivism; and (4) the effectiveness of recidivism reduction programs

and activities offered to prisoners who are ineligible for time credits.

(Sec. 6) Directs the Attorney General to: (1) evaluate best practices used for the reentry of federal prisoners released

from custody and report to the House and Senate Judiciary Committees on such evaluation; (2) select an appropriate

number of federal judicial districts to conduct federal reentry demonstration projects using such best practices, and (3)

report on the impact of reentry of prisoners on communities in which a disproportionate number of individuals reside upon

release from incarceration.

Requires the Director of the Bureau of Prisons to: (1) notify the Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA) if a prisoner's

presentence report indicates that the prisoner has previously served in the U.S. Armed Forces, and (2) provide VA with

reasonable access to such prisoner to facilitate reentry.

(Sec. 7) Amends the federal criminal code to require a presentence report to include: (1) information about the

defendant's history of substance abuse and addiction; (2) information about the defendant's service in the Armed Forces

and veteran status; and (3) a detailed plan that the probation officer determines will reduce the likelihood that the

defendant will abuse drugs or alcohol, will reduce the defendant's likelihood of recidivism by addressing the defendant's

specific recidivism risk factors, and will assist the defendant in preparing for reentry into the community.

Requires the Director of the Bureau of Prisons to ensure that each prisoner eligible for substance abuse treatment

completes treatment not later than one year prior to such prisoner's release date.

Requires the Administrative Office of the United States Courts to: (1) establish a five-year recidivism reduction and

recovery enhancement pilot program, premised on high-intensity supervision and the use of sanctions for noncompliance

with program rules; and (2) conduct an evaluation of the pilot program and report to Congress on the results of the

evaluation. Sets forth requirements for participation in the pilot program.

Actions Timeline

Dec 9, 2014: Committee on the Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and Human Rights. Hearings
held.
Mar 11, 2014: Committee on the Judiciary. Reported by Senator Leahy with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute. Without written report.
Mar 11, 2014: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 321.
Mar 6, 2014: Committee on the Judiciary. Ordered to be reported with an amendment in the nature of a substitute
favorably.
Nov 7, 2013: Introduced in Senate
Nov 7, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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