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Congress: 113 (2013-2015, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Apr 23, 2013

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health. (Apr 26, 2013)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/1666

Sponsor
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Summary (as of Apr 23, 2013)

Patient Centered Quality Care for Life Act - Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) to convene a
Patient-Centered Health Care and Quality of Life Stakeholder Strategic Summit to: (1) analyze key health system barriers
to providing patient-centered health care that integrates symptom management and other aspects of coordinated or
palliative care; and (2) identify strategic solutions for collectively addressing quality of life concerns for the rapidly
expanding population of patients and survivors facing serious, complex, and chronic illness in the United States and for
the families of such patients and survivors. Requires the Secretary to establish a Summit Steering Committee, which
shall draft a summary report detailing Summit recommendations for a national strategic action agenda to improve patient-
centered care and quality of life.

Amends the Public Health Service Act to require the Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to
establish a national quality of life education and awareness grants program initiative for seriously ill patients, their
families, and health professionals who treat them for the purposes of encouraging an increased demand for and delivery
of integrated and patient-centered care for managing their pain and symptoms and improving their quality of life. Requires
the Director to award competitive grants to develop new and expand existing information, resources, and communication
materials about symptom management and other aspects of patient-centered care as an integral part of quality care for
serious illnesses.

Directs the Administrator of the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) to establish a health care
professional workforce training grants program initiative for purposes of promoting and enhancing symptom assessment
and management, communications skills, coordinated patient-centered care, and other quality of life focused clinical core
competencies across all clinical specialties that serve seriously ill patients and patients with multiple or complex chronic
diseases.

Requires the Secretary: (1) to update and expand the September 2002 HRSA report, titled "The Supply, Demand and
Use of Palliative Care Physicians in the United States"; (2) to establish a Quality of Life Cross-Agency Advisory
Committee to assist the CDC and HRSA in conducting the national quality of life education and awareness initiative and
the health care professional workforce training initiative and to disseminate initiative findings for cross agency
implementation of best practices; and (3) acting through the Director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), to develop
and implement a strategy to be applied across NIH institutes and centers that is in accordance with the Advisory
Committee's recommendations to expand national research programs in symptom management, palliative, psychosocial,
and survivorship care.

Actions Timeline

e Apr 26, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
e Apr 23, 2013: Introduced in House
e Apr 23, 2013: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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