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S 1416

Black Lung Health Improvements Act of 2013

Congress: 113 (2013-2015, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Labor and Employment

Introduced: Jul 31, 2013

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (Jul 31, 2013)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1416

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV]
Party: Democratic « State: WV ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] D PA Nov 4, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Jul 31, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Labor and Employment

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jul 31, 2013)

Black Lung Health Improvements Act of 2013 - Amends the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977 to transfer to the
Secretary of Labor from the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) (formerly known as the Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare [HEW]) the duty to establish a schedule reducing the average concentration of respirable dust in
the mine atmosphere during each shift to which each miner is exposed below the levels established under that Act to a
level of exposure which will prevent new incidences and further development of respiratory disease in any person.

Requires the Secretary to: (1) issue a final regulation lowering a miner's permissible exposure level to respirable dust
(including coal and silica dust) through environmental and engineering controls, as well as update sampling and testing
procedures; and (2) reexamine once every five years the incidence of pneumoconiosis (black lung disease) in miners
and, unless black lung disease declines, update the regulation.

Amends the Black Lung Benefits Act to require a mine operator to deliver within 14 days a complete copy of the
examining physician's report to any miner required to submit to a medical examination regarding his or her respiratory or
pulmonary condition.

Directs the Comptroller General (GAO) to report to Congress on any barriers to health care faced by people with black
lung disease.

Directs the Secretary to review forms for obtaining workers' compensation benefits under the Black Lung Benefits
Program to determine any paperwork barriers to receiving and processing black lung benefit claims as well as the
feasibility of reducing such forms.

Amends the Mine Improvement and New Emergency Response Act of 2006 to direct the Secretary to award competitive
Brookwood-Saga Mine Safety Grants to entities for research and outreach to prevent and treat black lung disease.

Directs the Secretary to establish an attorneys' fee payment program to pay attorneys' fees of up to $4,500 to prevailing
parties on a qualifying black lung benefit claim.

Directs the Secretary to make black lung benefit payments to a miner's widow and children in respect of survivors'
benefits: (1) for claims filed after January 1, 2005, that are pending on or after March 23, 2010, where the miner is found
entitled to receive benefits at the time of his death as a result of a lifetime claim; and (2) where the miner is found entitled
to receive benefits at the time of his death as a result of a lifetime claim filed before January 1, 1982.

Actions Timeline

e Jul 31, 2013: Introduced in Senate
e Jul 31, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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