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S1411

Rural Veterans Health Care Improvement Act of 2013

Congress: 113 (2013-2015, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Jul 31, 2013

Current Status. Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 113-280.

Latest Action: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 113-280. (Oct 30, 2013)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1411

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Franken, Al [D-MN]
Party: Democratic + State: MN ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Boozman, John [R-AR] R -AR Jul 31, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Veterans' Affairs Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Oct 30, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 S Related bill Jun 2, 2014: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
2413

113 HR Related bill May 9, 2014: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

4561

113 S Related bill Feb 27, 2014: Motion by Senator Reid to commit to Senate Committee on Veterans' Affairs with instructions
1982 to report back forthwith with amendment (SA 2767) fell when the bill was committed in Senate.
(consideration: CR S1209-1210)

113 S Related bill Feb 4, 2014: Motion to proceed to consideration of measure withdrawn in Senate. (consideration: CR S736)
1950
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Summary (as of Jul 31, 2013)

Rural Veterans Health Care Improvement Act of 2013 - Sets forth requirements for the first update of the Strategic Plan
Refresh for Fiscal Years 2012 through 2014 after the enactment of this Act.

Requires the Director of the Office of Rural Health of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to prepare the update in
consultation with the Director of the Health Care Retention and Recruitment Office, the Director of the Office of Quality
and Performance, and the Director of the Office of Care Coordination Services of the Department.

Requires the update to include: (1) goals and objectives for the provision of health care in rural areas, including for
recruiting and retaining health care personnel, ensuring timeliness and improving quality in the delivery of health care
services through contract and fee-basis providers, implementing and enhancing the use of telemedicine services,
ensuring the full and effective use of mobile outpatient clinics, and coordinating and sharing of resources among federal
agencies; (2) procedures for soliciting from each Veterans Health Administration facility that serves a rural area a
statement of the facility's clinical capacity, the facility's procedures in the event of an emergency outside the scope of
such capacity, and the facility's procedures and mechanisms for the provision and coordination of health care for women
veterans; and (3) modification of funding allocation mechanisms to ensure that the Office of Rural Health distributes funds
to VA components to best achieve goals and objectives in a timely manner.

Actions Timeline

e Oct 30, 2013: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 113-280.
e Jul 31, 2013: Introduced in Senate
e Jul 31, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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