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S 1347
Conference Accountability Act of 2014

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics
Introduced: Jul 23, 2013
Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 582.
Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 582.  (Oct 1, 2014) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1347 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Coburn, Tom [R-OK] 
Party: Republican   •   State: OK   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Ayotte, Kelly [R-NH] R · NH Jul 23, 2013

Sen. Chiesa, Jeff [R-NJ] R · NJ Jul 23, 2013

Sen. Enzi, Michael B. [R-WY] R · WY Jul 23, 2013

Sen. McCain, John [R-AZ] R · AZ Jul 23, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee Senate Reported By Oct 1, 2014

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 HR
313 

Related bill Aug 1, 2013: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs.
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Summary  (as of Oct 1, 2014) 

Conference Accountability Act of 2014 - Prohibits a federal agency from paying the travel expenses for more than 50

employees stationed in the United States to attend any conference (defined as a meeting, retreat, seminar, symposium,

or event that involves attendee travel) occurring outside the United States, unless the Deputy Secretary and the Chief

Financial Officer of the agency submits to Congress before the conference a written certification that attendance for such

employees is in the national interest.

Requires each agency to post on its public website, for five years, quarterly reports, in a searchable electronic format, on

each conference that was held during the preceding three months for which the agency paid more than $50,000.

Requires each report to include:

the itemized expenses paid by the agency, including travel expenses, the cost of scouting for and selecting the

location of the conference, and any agency expenditures to otherwise support the conference;

the primary sponsor, location, and dates of the conference;

for conferences for which the agency was the primary sponsor, a statement that justifies the location selected,

demonstrates the cost efficiency of the location, and provides a cost benefit analysis of holding a conference as

opposed to conducting a teleconference or other means of remote communication;

an explanation of how the conference advanced the mission of the agency;

the pay grade of any federal employee or other individual whose travel expenses or other conference expenses

were paid by the agency;

the total number of individuals whose travel expenses or other conference expenses were paid by the agency;

detailed information on any presentation made by a federal employee at the conference; and

information on any financial support or other assistance from a foundation or other non-federal source used to pay

or defray the costs of the conference, with a certification that such assistance posed no conflict of interest.

Exempts from such reporting requirement: (1) information on travel or conference expenses involving military combat, the

training or deployment of members of the Armed Forces, or other similar expenses; or (2) scientific or medical research

presented by a federal employee at a conference that was previously unpublished.

Authorizes an agency head to exclude information, expenses, and materials from a report on its conferences only if the

agency head determines that the inclusion of such information would undermine national security, international

diplomacy, health and safety inspections, law enforcement, or site visits required for oversight or investigatory purposes.

Prohibits any agency from paying more than $500,000 to support a single conference unless the head of the agency and

its Chief Financial Officer submits to Congress, before the conference, a written certification that the conference is in the

national interest. Requires such certification to include: (1) an estimate of the total cost of the conference, (2) the dates of

the conference, (3) an estimate of the number of full-time agency employees attending the conference, (4) any costs

associated with planning for the conference, and (5) an explanation of how the conference advances the mission of the

agency.

Prohibits an agency from establishing or implementing a policy that discourages or prohibits the selection of a location for

travel, an event, a meeting, or a conference because the location is perceived to be a resort or vacation destination.



Actions Timeline

Oct 1, 2014: Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. Reported by Senator Carper under authority
of the order of the Senate of 09/18/2014 with an amendment in the nature of a substitute. With written report No. 113-
268. Additional views filed.
Oct 1, 2014: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 582.
Jul 30, 2014: Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. Ordered to be reported with an amendment
in the nature of a substitute favorably.
Jul 23, 2013: Introduced in Senate
Jul 23, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.
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