
LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.

Bill Fact Sheet – December 6, 2025
https://legilist.com

Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/113/hr/1288

HR 1288
World War II Merchant Mariner Service Act

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security
Introduced: Mar 20, 2013
Current Status: Subcommittee Hearings Held.
Latest Action: Subcommittee Hearings Held.  (Jun 28, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/1288 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Butterfield, G. K. [D-NC-1] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NC   •   Chamber: House
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Cosponsors  (94 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Del. Bordallo, Madeleine Z. [D-GU-At Large] D · GU Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Barrow, John [D-GA-12] D · GA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Brady, Robert A. [D-PA-1] D · PA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Brown, Corrine [D-FL-5] D · FL Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Connolly, Gerald E. [D-VA-11] D · VA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Courtney, Joe [D-CT-2] D · CT Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Cummings, Elijah E. [D-MD-7] D · MD Mar 20, 2013

Rep. DeFazio, Peter A. [D-OR-4] D · OR Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Griffin, Tim [R-AR-2] R · AR Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Hahn, Janice [D-CA-44] D · CA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-20] D · FL Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Himes, James A. [D-CT-4] D · CT Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Holding, George [R-NC-13] R · NC Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-17] D · CA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Johnson, Henry C. "Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4] D · GA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Jones, Walter B., Jr. [R-NC-3] R · NC Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Keating, William R. [D-MA-9] D · MA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Kennedy, Joseph P., III [D-MA-4] D · MA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. King, Peter T. [R-NY-2] R · NY Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Latta, Robert E. [R-OH-5] R · OH Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Lipinski, Daniel [D-IL-3] D · IL Mar 20, 2013

Rep. LoBiondo, Frank A. [R-NJ-2] R · NJ Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Loebsack, David [D-IA-2] D · IA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Maloney, Carolyn B. [D-NY-12] D · NY Mar 20, 2013

Rep. McCarthy, Carolyn [D-NY-4] D · NY Mar 20, 2013

Rep. McCollum, Betty [D-MN-4] D · MN Mar 20, 2013

Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7] D · WA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. McHenry, Patrick T. [R-NC-10] R · NC Mar 20, 2013

Rep. McIntyre, Mike [D-NC-7] D · NC Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Meadows, Mark [R-NC-11] R · NC Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Napolitano, Grace F. [D-CA-32] D · CA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Pingree, Chellie [D-ME-1] D · ME Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Pittenger, Robert [R-NC-9] R · NC Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Price, David E. [D-NC-4] D · NC Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Rangel, Charles B. [D-NY-13] D · NY Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Ross, Dennis A. [R-FL-15] R · FL Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Schiff, Adam B. [D-CA-28] D · CA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Schwartz, Allyson Y. [D-PA-13] D · PA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Wasserman Schultz, Debbie [D-FL-23] D · FL Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Westmoreland, Lynn A. [R-GA-3] R · GA Mar 20, 2013

Rep. Wittman, Robert J. [R-VA-1] R · VA Mar 20, 2013
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Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Coble, Howard [R-NC-6] R · NC Mar 21, 2013

Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-2] D · MA Mar 21, 2013

Rep. Michaud, Michael H. [D-ME-2] D · ME Mar 21, 2013

Rep. Watt, Melvin L. [D-NC-12] D · NC Mar 21, 2013

Rep. Carson, Andre [D-IN-7] D · IN Apr 9, 2013

Rep. Fattah, Chaka [D-PA-2] D · PA Apr 9, 2013

Rep. Green, Gene [D-TX-29] D · TX Apr 9, 2013

Rep. Israel, Steve [D-NY-3] D · NY Apr 9, 2013

Rep. Nunes, Devin [R-CA-22] R · CA Apr 9, 2013

Rep. Ruppersberger, C. A. Dutch [D-MD-2] D · MD Apr 9, 2013

Rep. Scott, Robert C. "Bobby" [D-VA-3] D · VA Apr 9, 2013

Rep. Smith, Adam [D-WA-9] D · WA Apr 9, 2013

Rep. Tonko, Paul [D-NY-20] D · NY Apr 9, 2013

Rep. Wilson, Frederica S. [D-FL-24] D · FL Apr 9, 2013

Rep. McCaul, Michael T. [R-TX-10] R · TX Apr 10, 2013

Rep. Posey, Bill [R-FL-8] R · FL Apr 10, 2013

Rep. Ryan, Tim [D-OH-13] D · OH Apr 10, 2013

Rep. Wolf, Frank R. [R-VA-10] R · VA Apr 10, 2013

Rep. Johnson, Bill [R-OH-6] R · OH Apr 11, 2013

Rep. Johnson, Eddie Bernice [D-TX-30] D · TX Apr 11, 2013

Rep. Bentivolio, Kerry L. [R-MI-11] R · MI Apr 16, 2013

Rep. Rigell, E. Scott [R-VA-2] R · VA Apr 16, 2013

Del. Christensen, Donna M. [D-VI-At Large] D · VI Apr 17, 2013

Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] D · TN Apr 17, 2013

Rep. Forbes, J. Randy [R-VA-4] R · VA Apr 17, 2013

Rep. Latham, Tom [R-IA-3] R · IA Apr 17, 2013

Rep. Sánchez, Linda T. [D-CA-38] D · CA Apr 18, 2013

Rep. Bass, Karen [D-CA-37] D · CA Apr 23, 2013

Rep. Issa, Darrell E. [R-CA-49] R · CA Apr 23, 2013

Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-13] D · CA Apr 23, 2013

Rep. Fitzpatrick, Michael G. [R-PA-8] R · PA May 8, 2013

Rep. Grimm, Michael G. [R-NY-11] R · NY May 8, 2013

Rep. Kilmer, Derek [D-WA-6] D · WA May 8, 2013

Rep. Kuster, Ann M. [D-NH-2] D · NH May 8, 2013

Rep. Ruiz, Raul [D-CA-36] D · CA May 8, 2013

Rep. Bonamici, Suzanne [D-OR-1] D · OR May 17, 2013

Rep. Horsford, Steven [D-NV-4] D · NV May 17, 2013

Rep. Shea-Porter, Carol [D-NH-1] D · NH May 17, 2013

Rep. Takano, Mark [D-CA-41] D · CA May 21, 2013

Rep. Bishop, Timothy H. [D-NY-1] D · NY Jun 11, 2013

Rep. Cárdenas, Tony [D-CA-29] D · CA Jun 11, 2013

Rep. Cuellar, Henry [D-TX-28] D · TX Jun 20, 2013
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Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Rohrabacher, Dana [R-CA-48] R · CA Jun 20, 2013

Rep. Huffman, Jared [D-CA-2] D · CA Jun 28, 2013

Rep. Franks, Trent [R-AZ-8] R · AZ Jul 11, 2013

Rep. Moran, James P. [D-VA-8] D · VA Jul 11, 2013

Rep. Tsongas, Niki [D-MA-3] D · MA Jul 11, 2013

Rep. Hanna, Richard L. [R-NY-22] R · NY Jul 18, 2013

Rep. Herrera Beutler, Jaime [R-WA-3] R · WA Jul 18, 2013

Rep. Tierney, John F. [D-MA-6] D · MA Jul 19, 2013

Rep. Farenthold, Blake [R-TX-27] R · TX Jul 25, 2013

Rep. Sires, Albio [D-NJ-8] D · NJ Jul 25, 2013

Rep. O'Rourke, Beto [D-TX-16] D · TX Jul 31, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Armed Services Committee House Referred to Apr 8, 2013

Veterans' Affairs Committee House Hearings By (subcommittee) Jun 28, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 S 1361 Identical bill Oct 30, 2013: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 113-280.

Summary  (as of Mar 20, 2013) 

World War II Merchant Mariner Service Act - Directs the Secretary of Homeland Security (DHS) to accept additional

documentation for verifying that an individual performed honorable service as a coastwise merchant seaman during the

period beginning on December 7, 1941, and ending on December 31, 1946, for purposes of eligibility for veterans'

benefits under the GI Bill Improvement Act of 1977. Requires such documentation to include Social Security

Administration (SSA) records and validated testimony in the case of the absence of Coast Guard shipping or discharge

forms, ship logbooks, documents, or other official employment records.

Requires the Secretary, when determining whether to recognize service allegedly performed during such period, to

recognize masters of seagoing vessels or other command officers who were authorized to document an individual for

purposes of hiring for or discharging from the merchant marine.

Considers any service so recognized as active-duty service for purposes of veterans' burial benefits. Makes such

veterans eligible for any appropriate military medals, ribbons, and decorations. Requires the Secretary to verify that an

individual performed such service under honorable conditions without regard to their sex, age, or disability during the

service period.
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Actions Timeline

Jun 28, 2013: Subcommittee Hearings Held.
Apr 8, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel.
Apr 2, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs.
Mar 20, 2013: Introduced in House
Mar 20, 2013: Referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on Armed Services, for
a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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