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S 1135
FRAC Act

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Environmental Protection
Introduced: Jun 11, 2013
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.  (Jun 11, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1135 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: PA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (12 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D · NY Jun 11, 2013

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D · OR Jun 11, 2013

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Jun 11, 2013

Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] D · RI Jun 11, 2013

Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] D · NJ Jul 31, 2013

Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] D · RI Nov 21, 2013

Sen. King, Angus S., Jr. [I-ME] I · ME Feb 3, 2014

Sen. Levin, Carl [D-MI] D · MI Feb 24, 2014

Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D · IL Mar 12, 2014

Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D · CA Apr 8, 2014

Sen. Hirono, Mazie K. [D-HI] D · HI Apr 8, 2014

Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D · MD Apr 11, 2014

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Referred To Jun 11, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 HR 1921 Related bill May 10, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy.

113 S 332 Related bill Feb 14, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
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Summary  (as of Jun 11, 2013) 

Fracturing Responsibility and Awareness of Chemicals Act or FRAC Act - Amends the Safe Drinking Water Act to repeal

the exemption from restrictions on underground injection of fluids or propping agents granted to hydraulic fracturing

operations relating to oil and natural gas production activities under such Act.

Amends the Safe Drinking Water Act to allow the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to

prescribe regulations that authorize a state, one year after such regulations are promulgated, to seek primary

enforcement responsibility for hydraulic fracturing operations for oil and natural gas without seeking to assume primary

enforcement responsibility for other types of underground injection control wells, including underground injection control

wells that inject brine or other fluids that are brought to the surface in connection with oil and natural gas production or

any underground injection for the secondary or tertiary recovery of oil or natural gas.

Requires: (1) state underground injection programs to direct a person conducting hydraulic fracturing operations to

disclose to the state (or the Administrator if the Administrator has primary enforcement responsibility in such state) the

chemicals and proppants intended for use in underground injections before the commencement of such operations and

the chemicals actually used after the end of such operations; and (2) a state or the Administrator to ensure the accuracy

and completeness of the disclosed information and make it available to the public.

Requires the applicable person using hydraulic fracturing, when a medical emergency exists and the proprietary chemical

formula of a chemical used in such hydraulic fracturing is necessary for medical diagnosis, treatment, or emergency

response to disclose such formula or the specific chemical identity of a trade secret chemical to the state, the

Administrator, a first responder, or healthcare practitioner upon request, regardless of the existence of a written

statement of need or a confidentiality agreement. Authorizes such person to require the execution of such statement and

agreement as soon as practicable. Authorizes first responders or healthcare practitioners to share any information

disclosed with other persons if the information is medically necessary, but prohibits such personnel from making such

information publicly available.

Actions Timeline

Jun 11, 2013: Introduced in Senate
Jun 11, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
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