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S 1079
Artificial Reef Promotion Act of 2013

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources
Introduced: May 23, 2013
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  (May 23, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1079 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Vitter, David [R-LA] 
Party: Republican   •   State: LA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Cochran, Thad [R-MS] R · MS Jun 12, 2013

Sen. Wicker, Roger F. [R-MS] R · MS Jun 19, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To May 23, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of May 23, 2013) 

Artificial Reef Promotion Act of 2013 - Amends the National Fishing Enhancement Act of 1984 to require the Secretary of

the Army, in issuing a permit for artificial reefs, to ensure that a state assuming liability for future damages has

established an artificial reef maintenance fund.

Requires the Director of the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement and the Director of the Bureau of Ocean

Energy Management to promulgate regulations that expedite the review of a final application submitted to dispose of or

remove an offshore oil and gas platform in the Gulf of Mexico for use as an artificial reef by requiring that a decision be

made within 150 days after the submission of such application. Requires the Commanding General of the Corps of

Engineers to promulgate regulations that expedite the review of a final application by the Secretary by requiring a

decision to be given within 120 days after the submission of such application.

Directs the Commanding General to designate no fewer than 20 artificial reef planning areas. Specifies location and

depth requirements for such artificial reefs, including the number of areas that should be located outside the seaward

boundary of each of the Gulf states. Revises siting compliance requirements imposed upon permittees.

Prohibits regulations from requiring an artificial reef planning area to be filled to capacity with offshore oil and gas

platforms in the Gulf of Mexico before another artificial reef planning area is established. Requires the Regional

Supervisor to give preference to a final application submitted to dispose of or remove a platform for use as an artificial

reef.

Actions Timeline

May 23, 2013: Introduced in Senate
May 23, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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