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S 952
DREAM Act of 2011

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: May 11, 2011
Current Status: Committee on the Judiciary Subcommittee on Immigration, Refugees and Border Security . Hearings held
Latest Action: Committee on the Judiciary Subcommittee on Immigration, Refugees and Border Security . Hearings held. 
(Jun 28, 2011) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/952 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: IL   •   Chamber: Senate
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Cosponsors  (35 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Akaka, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI May 11, 2011

Sen. Begich, Mark [D-AK] D · AK May 11, 2011

Sen. Bennet, Michael F. [D-CO] D · CO May 11, 2011

Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D · NM May 11, 2011

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D · CT May 11, 2011

Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D · CA May 11, 2011

Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA] D · WA May 11, 2011

Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD] D · MD May 11, 2011

Sen. Carper, Thomas R. [D-DE] D · DE May 11, 2011

Sen. Coons, Christopher A. [D-DE] D · DE May 11, 2011

Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D · CA May 11, 2011

Sen. Franken, Al [D-MN] D · MN May 11, 2011

Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D · NY May 11, 2011

Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA] D · IA May 11, 2011

Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D · MA May 11, 2011

Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D · MN May 11, 2011

Sen. Kohl, Herb [D-WI] D · WI May 11, 2011

Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] D · NJ May 11, 2011

Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D · VT May 11, 2011

Sen. Levin, Carl [D-MI] D · MI May 11, 2011

Sen. Lieberman, Joseph I. [ID-CT] ID · CT May 11, 2011

Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] D · NJ May 11, 2011

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D · OR May 11, 2011

Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D · MD May 11, 2011

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D · WA May 11, 2011

Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] D · FL May 11, 2011

Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] D · RI May 11, 2011

Sen. Reid, Harry [D-NV] D · NV May 11, 2011

Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] I · VT May 11, 2011

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY May 11, 2011

Sen. Udall, Mark [D-CO] D · CO May 11, 2011

Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] D · RI May 11, 2011

Sen. Warner, Mark R. [D-VA] D · VA May 12, 2011

Sen. Inouye, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI May 26, 2011

Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH] D · NH Jun 29, 2012

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Hearings By (subcommittee) Jun 28, 2011
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

112 S 1258 Related bill Jun 22, 2011: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

112 HR 1842 Related bill Jun 1, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration Policy and Enforcement.

https://legilist.com/bill/112/s/1258
https://legilist.com/bill/112/hr/1842


Summary  (as of May 11, 2011) 

Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors Act of 2011 or DREAM Act of 2011 - Authorizes the Secretary of

Homeland Security (DHS) to cancel the removal of, and adjust to the status of an alien lawfully admitted for permanent

residence on a conditional basis, an alien who: (1) entered the United States on or before his or her 15th birthday and

has been present in the United States for five years preceding this Act's enactment; (2) is a person of good moral

character; (3) is not inadmissible under specified grounds of the Immigration and Nationality Act; (4) has not participated

in the persecution of any person on account of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or

political opinion; (5) has not been convicted of certain offenses under federal or state law; (6) has been admitted to an

institution of higher education (IHE) in the United States or has earned a high school diploma or general education

development certificate in the United States; and (7) was age 35 or younger on the date of this Act's enactment.

Authorizes the Secretary to waive specified grounds of inadmissibility for humanitarian, family unity, or public interest

purposes.

Requires an alien to apply for cancellation of removal and conditional permanent resident status within one year after the

later of: (1) earning a high school diploma or general education development certificate in the United States, or (2) the

effective date of related final regulations.

Requires prior to the granting of conditional permanent resident status that: (1) an alien submit biometric and biographic

data, and (2) the Secretary has completed security and law enforcement background checks.

Requires an alien applying for conditional permanent resident status to: (1) register under the Military Selective Service

Act if so required, and (2) undergo a medical examination.

Prohibits the Secretary or the Attorney General (DOJ) from removing an alien with a pending application who establishes

prima facie eligibility for cancellation of removal and conditional permanent resident status.

Directs the Attorney General to stay the removal proceedings of an alien who: (1) meets the requirements (other than that

pertaining to secondary school diploma or post-secondary school) for cancellation of removal and conditional adjustment,

and (2) is at least five years of age and enrolled full-time in a primary or secondary school.

Establishes a six-year period of conditional permanent resident status. Terminates such status if the alien: (1) ceases to

be a person of good moral character or becomes inadmissible under specified grounds, or (2) did not receive an

honorable military discharge.

Authorizes the Secretary to remove the conditional basis of an alien's permanent resident status if the alien: (1) has

demonstrated good moral character; (2) is not inadmissible under specified grounds; (3) has not abandoned U.S.

residency; (4) has earned an IHE degree (or has completed at least two years in a bachelor's or higher degree program)

in the United States, or has served in the Armed Forces for at least two years ( and if discharged, was honorably

discharged); and (5) has provided a list of each secondary school attended in the United States.

Authorizes, and sets forth the criteria for, a hardship exception to such requirements.

Requires an alien prior to having his or her conditional status removed to have: (1) satisfied citizenship requirements, (2)

submitted biometric and biographic data, and (3) have had security and law enforcement background checks completed.

Requires an alien seeking to have such conditional status removed to file an application during the period beginning six



months prior to, and ending on, the date that is later of: (1) six years after the date the alien was initially granted

conditional permanent resident status, or (2) any extended expiration date of the alien's conditional permanent resident

status.

Prohibits an alien from applying for naturalization while he or she is in conditional permanent resident status.

Sets forth provisions regarding: (1) confidentiality of information, (2) required disclosure, (3) application fraud, and (4)

penalties for false application statements or misuse of information.

Makes an alien in conditional permanent resident status eligible only for the following programs with respect to assistance

under title IV of the Higher Education Assistance Act of 1965: (1) Ford or Perkins loans, (2) work-study programs, and (3)

educational services.

Amends the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 to repeal the denial of an unlawful

alien's eligibility for higher education benefits based on state residence unless a U.S. national is similarly eligible without

regard to such state residence.

Actions Timeline

Jun 28, 2011: Committee on the Judiciary Subcommittee on Immigration, Refugees and Border Security . Hearings
held.
May 11, 2011: Introduced in Senate
May 11, 2011: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S2884-2886)
May 11, 2011: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced: CR S2886-
2889)
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