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S 832
SAFE Port Reauthorization Act

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: Apr 14, 2011
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.  (Apr 14,
2011) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/832 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] 
Party: Republican   •   State: ME   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D · WA Apr 14, 2011

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee Senate Referred To Apr 14, 2011

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Apr 14, 2011) 

SAFE Port Reauthorization Act - Amends the SAFE Port Act to authorize appropriations for FY2011-FY2016 for: (1) the

automated targeting system for identifying and inspecting high-risk oceanborne container cargo, (2) the Container

Security Initiative, and (3) the Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT).

Permits: (1) unannounced inspections of a C-TPAT participant's security measures, and (2) provision of voluntary supply

chain security training.

Directs the Secretary of Homeland Security to establish a program to promote sharing of private sector security-related

information.

Requires the Secretary, prior to entering into an arrangement between the United States and a foreign government

providing for mutual recognition of supply chain security programs, to: (1) notify Congress of such arrangement's terms,

and (2) determine that the foreign government's program provides a C-TPAT level of security.

Sets forth exemptions to the requirement that a container loaded on a vessel in a foreign port not be allowed into the

United States unless it was scanned by nonintrusive imaging and radiation detection equipment prior to loading.

Grants: (1) immunity from civil liability to any individual who, in good faith and based on objectively reasonable suspicion,

makes a voluntary report of covered activity (any suspicious transaction, activity, or occurrence that indicates an

individual may be engaging in a violation of law relating to a threat to a vessel, facility, port, or waterway or an act of

terrorism) to an authorized official; (2) qualified immunity from civil liability to any authorized official who observes, or

receives a report of, a covered activity and takes reasonable action in good faith to respond to such activity; and (3)

immunity from civil liability to an authorized official not entitled to assert the defense of qualified immunity if he or she

takes reasonable action, in good faith, to respond to the reported activity. Entitles any such individual or authorized

official granted immunity to recover from the plaintiff all reasonable costs and attorney fees. Exempts a report regarding

such activity from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.

Directs the Secretary to report on the coordination of the America's Waterway Watch Program and similar critical

infrastructure suspicious activity reporting programs within the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).

Directs the Secretary to either approve or disapprove a complete application for a port security grant, a matching

requirement, or a grant extension within 60 days of submission. Authorizes appropriations for port security grants for

FY2011-FY2016.

Actions Timeline

Apr 14, 2011: Introduced in Senate
Apr 14, 2011: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S2518-2519)
Apr 14, 2011: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.
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