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HR 6575
Medicare Audit Improvement Act of 2012

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Oct 16, 2012
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  (Oct 26, 2012) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-bill/6575 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Graves, Sam [R-MO-6] 
Party: Republican   •   State: MO   •   Chamber: House
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Cosponsors  (26 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Akin, W. Todd [R-MO-2] R · MO Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Long, Billy [R-MO-7] R · MO Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Schiff, Adam B. [D-CA-29] D · CA Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Hanna, Richard L. [R-NY-24] R · NY Oct 23, 2012

Rep. McCollum, Betty [D-MN-4] D · MN Oct 23, 2012

Rep. Boren, Dan [D-OK-2] D · OK Nov 6, 2012

Rep. Emerson, Jo Ann [R-MO-8] R · MO Nov 6, 2012

Rep. Owens, William L. [D-NY-23] D · NY Nov 6, 2012

Rep. Pompeo, Mike [R-KS-4] R · KS Nov 6, 2012

Rep. Slaughter, Louise McIntosh [D-NY-28] D · NY Nov 6, 2012

Rep. Goodlatte, Bob [R-VA-6] R · VA Nov 13, 2012

Rep. Luetkemeyer, Blaine [R-MO-9] R · MO Nov 14, 2012

Rep. Nunnelee, Alan [R-MS-1] R · MS Nov 14, 2012

Rep. McKeon, Howard P. "Buck" [R-CA-25] R · CA Nov 15, 2012

Rep. Hartzler, Vicky [R-MO-4] R · MO Nov 16, 2012

Rep. Bishop, Sanford D., Jr. [D-GA-2] D · GA Nov 29, 2012

Rep. Peterson, Collin C. [D-MN-7] D · MN Nov 29, 2012

Rep. Aderholt, Robert B. [R-AL-4] R · AL Nov 30, 2012

Rep. Blackburn, Marsha [R-TN-7] R · TN Nov 30, 2012

Rep. Braley, Bruce L. [D-IA-1] D · IA Nov 30, 2012

Rep. Huelskamp, Tim [R-KS-1] R · KS Nov 30, 2012

Rep. Latham, Tom [R-IA-4] R · IA Dec 4, 2012

Rep. Boswell, Leonard L. [D-IA-3] D · IA Dec 11, 2012

Rep. King, Steve [R-IA-5] R · IA Dec 11, 2012

Rep. Loebsack, David [D-IA-2] D · IA Dec 11, 2012

Rep. King, Peter T. [R-NY-3] R · NY Dec 13, 2012

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Oct 26, 2012

Ways and Means Committee House Referred To Oct 16, 2012

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Oct 16, 2012) 

Medicare Audit Improvement Act of 2012 - Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) to establish a

process under which the number of additional documentation requests made by a Medicare contractor pursuant to a

complex prepayment or postpayment audit with respect to a hospital's Medicare part A (Hospital Insurance) claims in a

year may not exceed, across all such contractors with respect to the hospital's claims, the lesser of: (1) 2% of all such

claims for such year, or (2) 500 additional documentation requests during any 45-day period.

Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act with respect to the Medicare Integrity Program and use of

recovery audit contractors.

Requires the Secretary to ensure that recovery audit contracts include certain mandatory terms and conditions pertaining

to: (1) penalties for certain compliance failures, (2) penalties for overturned appeals, (3) postpayment and prepayment

audits, and (4) guidelines for prepayment review.

Directs the Secretary to publish on the Internet website of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services information on

recovery audit contractor performance regarding: (1) audit rates, denials, and appeals outcomes; and (2) independent

performance evaluations.

Prohibits the Secretary, in conducting the Medicare Part A and Part B Rebilling Demonstration, from prohibiting any

appeal by a hospital of any finding by a recovery audit contractor that an inpatient admission was not reasonably and

medically necessary.

Deems to be an original claim for Medicare part B (Supplementary Medical Insurance) payment a resubmitted hospital

claim for Medicare part A payment for inpatient hospital services which a recovery audit contractor determines: (1) were

not medically necessary and reasonable based on the site of service, but (2) would be medically necessary and

reasonable in an outpatient setting of the hospital. Requires payment to be made for such a resubmitted claim for all

furnished items and services for which payment may be made under Medicare part B.

Deems to be a reopened claim, for purposes of a hospital's ability to resubmit a claim for Medicare payment in timely

fashion, any claim that is the subject of an audit by a recovery audit contractor or a Medicare administrative contractor.

Requires contracts for a recovery audit contractor to require that a physician review each denial of a claim for medical

necessity made by an employee of the contractor who is not a physician.

Actions Timeline

Oct 26, 2012: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Oct 16, 2012: Introduced in House
Oct 16, 2012: Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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