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HR 6388
To amend the Horse Protection Act to designate additional unlawful acts under the Act, strengthen penalties
for violations of the Act, improve Department of Agriculture enforcement of the Act, and for other purposes.

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Animals
Introduced: Sep 13, 2012
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade.  (Sep 14, 2012) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-bill/6388 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Whitfield, Ed [R-KY-1] 
Party: Republican   •   State: KY   •   Chamber: House
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Cosponsors  (56 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] D · TN Sep 13, 2012

Rep. Moran, James P. [D-VA-8] D · VA Sep 13, 2012

Rep. Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9] D · IL Sep 13, 2012

Rep. Bartlett, Roscoe G. [R-MD-6] R · MD Sep 19, 2012

Rep. Bilbray, Brian P. [R-CA-50] R · CA Sep 19, 2012

Rep. Clay, Wm. Lacy [D-MO-1] D · MO Sep 19, 2012

Rep. Farr, Sam [D-CA-17] D · CA Sep 19, 2012

Rep. Gallegly, Elton [R-CA-24] R · CA Sep 19, 2012

Rep. Hirono, Mazie K. [D-HI-2] D · HI Sep 19, 2012

Rep. Rahall, Nick J., II [D-WV-3] D · WV Sep 19, 2012

Rep. Roybal-Allard, Lucille [D-CA-34] D · CA Sep 19, 2012

Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3] D · OR Sep 21, 2012

Rep. Campbell, John [R-CA-48] R · CA Sep 21, 2012

Rep. DeFazio, Peter A. [D-OR-4] D · OR Sep 21, 2012

Rep. Grijalva, Raúl M. [D-AZ-7] D · AZ Sep 21, 2012

Rep. Grimm, Michael G. [R-NY-13] R · NY Sep 21, 2012

Rep. Himes, James A. [D-CT-4] D · CT Sep 21, 2012

Rep. Jones, Walter B., Jr. [R-NC-3] R · NC Sep 21, 2012

Rep. Lynch, Stephen F. [D-MA-9] D · MA Sep 21, 2012

Rep. Peters, Gary C. [D-MI-9] D · MI Sep 21, 2012

Rep. Price, David E. [D-NC-4] D · NC Sep 21, 2012

Rep. Stivers, Steve [R-OH-15] R · OH Sep 21, 2012

Del. Bordallo, Madeleine Z. [D-GU-At Large] D · GU Oct 16, 2012

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D · DC Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Biggert, Judy [R-IL-13] R · IL Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Butterfield, G. K. [D-NC-1] D · NC Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Clarke, Hansen [D-MI-13] D · MI Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Cummings, Elijah E. [D-MD-7] D · MD Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Eshoo, Anna G. [D-CA-14] D · CA Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-15] D · CA Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Johnson, Eddie Bernice [D-TX-30] D · TX Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Langevin, James R. [D-RI-2] D · RI Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Larsen, Rick [D-WA-2] D · WA Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Lewis, John [D-GA-5] D · GA Oct 16, 2012

Rep. LoBiondo, Frank A. [R-NJ-2] R · NJ Oct 16, 2012

Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-3] D · MA Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Rothman, Steven R. [D-NJ-9] D · NJ Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Sherman, Brad [D-CA-27] D · CA Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Stark, Fortney Pete [D-CA-13] D · CA Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Tierney, John F. [D-MA-6] D · MA Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Tonko, Paul [D-NY-21] D · NY Oct 16, 2012
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Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Velazquez, Nydia M. [D-NY-12] D · NY Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Woolsey, Lynn C. [D-CA-6] D · CA Oct 16, 2012

Rep. Dold, Robert J. [R-IL-10] R · IL Oct 26, 2012

Rep. Miller, Gary G. [R-CA-42] R · CA Oct 26, 2012

Rep. Young, C. W. Bill [R-FL-10] R · FL Oct 26, 2012

Rep. Jenkins, Lynn [R-KS-2] R · KS Nov 15, 2012

Rep. McKeon, Howard P. "Buck" [R-CA-25] R · CA Nov 15, 2012

Rep. Speier, Jackie [D-CA-12] D · CA Nov 15, 2012

Rep. Polis, Jared [D-CO-2] D · CO Nov 16, 2012

Rep. Walsh, Joe [R-IL-8] R · IL Nov 27, 2012

Rep. Hanna, Richard L. [R-NY-24] R · NY Nov 29, 2012

Rep. King, Peter T. [R-NY-3] R · NY Nov 29, 2012

Rep. Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-16] D · CA Dec 11, 2012

Rep. Fitzpatrick, Michael G. [R-PA-8] R · PA Dec 13, 2012

Rep. Holt, Rush [D-NJ-12] D · NJ Dec 17, 2012

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Sep 14, 2012

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Animals

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Sep 13, 2012) 

Amends the Horse Protection Act (HPA) to direct the Secretary of Agriculture to prescribe regulatory requirements for the

Department of Agriculture (USDA) to license, train, assign, and oversee persons who are to be hired by the management

of horse shows, exhibitions, sales, or auctions and are qualified to detect and diagnose sore horses or otherwise inspect

horses at such events. (The soring of horses refers to the application of blistering agents, burns, lacerations, sharp

objects, or other substances or devices to a horse's limb to produce a higher gait by making it painful for the horse to step

down.)

Replaces the current horse inspector appointment process under which the management of a horse show, exhibition,

sale, or auction appoints inspectors with a new process requiring the Secretary to assign USDA-licensed inspectors after

receiving notice that management intends to hire such inspectors.

Specifies that the term "management" includes sponsoring organizations and event managers.

Directs the Secretary to disqualify a horse the Secretary determines is sore for specified minimum time periods that

increase after the first, second, and third instance.

Prohibits a person from causing or directing a horse to become sore for the purpose of any horse show, exhibition, sale,

or auction or allowing any such activity respecting a horse which is sore by the owner of such horse.

Expands a list of activities designated as unlawful conduct under such Act to include a prohibition on showing, exhibiting,

selling, or auctioning a Tennessee Walking, a Racking, or a Spotted Saddle horse with: (1) an action device; or (2) a

weighted shoe, pad, wedge, hoof band, or other device or material if it is constructed to artificially alter the gait of such

horses and is not strictly protective or therapeutic.

Defines "action device" as any boot, collar, chain, roller, or other device that encircles or is placed upon the lower

extremity of the leg of a horse in such a manner that it can: (1) rotate around the leg or slide up and down the leg, so as

to cause friction; or (2) strike the hoof, coronet band, fetlock joint, or pastern of the horse.

Increases the maximum criminal penalties and maximum civil liability penalties to the United States for certain HPA

violations.

Expands the categories of activities the Secretary may disqualify a violator of such Act from participating in to include: (1)

transporting or arranging for the transportation of a horse to or from a show, exhibition, sale, or auction; (2) personally

giving instructions to an exhibitor; (3) being knowingly present in a warm-up area, inspection area, or other area that

spectators are not permitted; or (4) financing the participation of other individuals.

Permits the Secretary to permanently disqualify a person with at least three violations after notice and an opportunity for

a hearing.

Actions Timeline

Sep 14, 2012: Referred to the Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade.
Sep 13, 2012: Introduced in House
Sep 13, 2012: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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