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HR 6251
Marine Debris Emergency Act of 2012

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: Aug 1, 2012
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans, and Insular Affairs.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans, and Insular Affairs.  (Aug 9, 2012) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-bill/6251 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Bonamici, Suzanne [D-OR-1] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: OR   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (20 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3] D · OR Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Chu, Judy [D-CA-32] D · CA Aug 1, 2012

Rep. DeFazio, Peter A. [D-OR-4] D · OR Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Dicks, Norman D. [D-WA-6] D · WA Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Hahn, Janice [D-CA-36] D · CA Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Herrera Beutler, Jaime [R-WA-3] R · WA Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-15] D · CA Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Larsen, Rick [D-WA-2] D · WA Aug 1, 2012

Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7] D · WA Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Miller, George [D-CA-7] D · CA Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Schrader, Kurt [D-OR-5] D · OR Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Smith, Adam [D-WA-9] D · WA Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Speier, Jackie [D-CA-12] D · CA Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Stark, Fortney Pete [D-CA-13] D · CA Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Thompson, Mike [D-CA-1] D · CA Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Walden, Greg [R-OR-2] R · OR Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Woolsey, Lynn C. [D-CA-6] D · CA Aug 1, 2012

Rep. Eshoo, Anna G. [D-CA-14] D · CA Aug 2, 2012

Rep. Young, Don [R-AK-At Large] R · AK Aug 2, 2012

Rep. Hanabusa, Colleen W. [D-HI-1] D · HI Sep 11, 2012

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Natural Resources Committee House Referred to Aug 9, 2012

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Aug 2, 2012
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Aug 1, 2012) 

Marine Debris Emergency Act of 2012 - Amends the Marine Debris Research, Prevention, and Reduction Act to

authorize the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to declare a marine debris

emergency upon determining that marine debris: (1) is an immediate threat to living marine resources, the marine

environment, navigation safety, or public health of the United States; and (2) requires federal resources to supplement

the state and local resources available to alleviate such threat.

Authorizes: (1) a governor of a state to request that the Administrator declare such an emergency in such state or a

region that includes such state; and (2) the Administrator to request that the governor provide information on the nature

and immediacy of the threat and the nature and amount of state and local resources that have been or will be committed

to alleviating it. Directs the Administrator, within 30 days after receiving a governor's request, to either grant the request

or explain why it was not granted.

Directs the Administrator: (1) in evaluating marine debris grant applications, to give preference to projects to address

marine debris emergencies, including projects to address marine debris that has introduced or is likely to introduce

marine invasive species into the United States; and (2) within 60 days after receipt of an application for such a grant, to

approve or disapprove the application and to disperse funds to an approved grantee.

Directs the Administrator to take steps to encourage marine debris grant recipients to: (1) educate staff and volunteers

who are engaged in marine debris response efforts on the potential threats that marine debris and marine invasive

species may pose to the United States with respect to living marine resources, the marine environment, navigation, and

public health; and (2) coordinate their response efforts with relevant federal, state, local, and nongovernmental entities.

Actions Timeline

Aug 9, 2012: Referred to the Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans, and Insular Affairs.
Aug 2, 2012: Referred to the Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation.
Aug 1, 2012: Introduced in House
Aug 1, 2012: Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and in addition to the Committee on
Natural Resources, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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