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HR 5381

Commonsense Legislative Exceptional Events Reforms Act of 2012

Congress: 112 (2011-2013, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Environmental Protection

Introduced: May 7, 2012

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Power.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Power. (May 11, 2012)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-bill/5381

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Flake, Jeff [R-AZ-6]
Party: Republican < State: AZ ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (17 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Bucshon, Larry [R-IN-8] R-IN May 31, 2012
Rep. Franks, Trent [R-AZ-2] R-AZ May 31, 2012
Rep. Gosar, Paul A. [R-AZ-1] R-AZ May 31, 2012
Rep. Schweikert, David [R-AZ-5] R-AZ May 31, 2012
Rep. Cole, Tom [R-OK-4] R -OK Jun 5, 2012
Rep. Lummis, Cynthia M. [R-WY-At Large] R - WY Jun 5, 2012
Rep. McClintock, Tom [R-CA-4] R-CA Jun 5, 2012
Rep. Quayle, Benjamin [R-AZ-3] R-AZ Jun 8, 2012
Rep. Campbell, John [R-CA-48] R-CA Jun 20, 2012
Rep. Lankford, James [R-OK-5] R -OK Jun 20, 2012
Rep. Bishop, Rob [R-UT-1] R-UT Jul 9, 2012
Rep. Gardner, Cory [R-CO-4] R-CO Jul 11, 2012
Rep. Walsh, Joe [R-IL-8] R-IL Jul 11, 2012
Rep. Gibbs, Bob [R-OH-18] R - OH Jul 13, 2012
Rep. Chaffetz, Jason [R-UT-3] R-UT Aug 2, 2012
Rep. Westmoreland, Lynn A. [R-GA-3] R-GA Aug 2, 2012
Rep. Pearce, Stevan [R-NM-2] R - NM Sep 11, 2012
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to May 11, 2012
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Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of May 7, 2012)

Commonsense Legislative Exceptional Events Reforms Act of 2012 - Amends the Clean Air Act to revise provisions
concerning state petitions to exclude air quality monitoring data influenced by exceptional events from determinations of
exceedences or violations of the national ambient air quality standards by requiring criteria used in determining if there
has been a demonstration of an exceptional event to be stated with specificity in order to minimize the discretion of the
Administrator in approving or disapproving such demonstration.

Requires: (1) the Administrator to develop such criteria in conjunction with input from states, and (2) such criteria to
reflect the technical expertise and resources available in state and local agencies and the availability of meteorological
and other monitoring data in rural areas. Authorizes such criteria to vary with respect to different regions. Requires the
Administrator, in developing such criteria, to consider using an expedited or streamlined approval process and conditions
under which such demonstrations may be suitable for such process.

Requires the Administrator: (1) to approve or disapprove an exceptional event demonstration within 90 days of such
demonstration; or (2) if the Administrator requests additional information from a state regarding such demonstration, to
approve or disapprove such demonstration within 90 days of submission of such information. Considers such
demonstrations to be approved if the Administrator does not take action within such time frames. Requires: (1) such
approval or disapproval to be based on a preponderance of the evidence, and (2) the Administrator to accord substantial
deference to state findings on such demonstration. Authorizes the Administrator to develop and use analyses and
consider evidence not provided by such demonstration. Considers such approval or disapproval to be final action subject
to judicial review.

Requires the Administrator to revise regulations concerning air quality monitoring data influenced by exceptional events
to meet the requirements of this Act within 180 days of this Act's enactment.

Actions Timeline

e May 11, 2012: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Power.
e May 7, 2012: Introduced in House
e May 7, 2012: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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