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S 50
Commercial Seafood Consumer Protection Act

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Agriculture and Food
Introduced: Jan 25, 2011
Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 297.
Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 297.  (Jan 26, 2012) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/50 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Inouye, Daniel K. [D-HI] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: HI   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (11 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Snowe, Olympia J. [R-ME] R · ME Jan 25, 2011

Sen. Vitter, David [R-LA] R · LA Jan 25, 2011

Sen. Begich, Mark [D-AK] D · AK Feb 17, 2011

Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D · NY Jun 15, 2011

Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D · MA Sep 19, 2011

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Oct 3, 2011

Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] D · RI Oct 31, 2011

Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D · CA Nov 1, 2011

Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D · OR Nov 28, 2011

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D · CT Jun 14, 2012

Sen. Udall, Tom [D-NM] D · NM Jun 21, 2012

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Reported By Jan 26, 2012

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Agriculture and Food

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jan 26, 2012) 

(This measure has not been amended since it was introduced. The summary of that version is repeated here.)

Commercial Seafood Consumer Protection Act - Directs the Secretary of Commerce (Secretary) to strengthen federal

activities for ensuring that commercially distributed seafood meets federal food quality and safety requirements.

Directs the Secretary and other appropriate federal agencies to enter into agreements to strengthen interagency

cooperation on seafood safety, labeling, and fraud, including regarding examining and testing seafood imports,

inspections of foreign facilities, establishing a distribution chain tracking system, data sharing, and public outreach.

Requires the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to report deceptive seafood marketing and fraud

to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC).

Directs the Secretary to increase the number of laboratories certified to Food and Drug Administration (FDA) standards in

the United States and in countries that export seafood to the United States to analyze food and ensure that the

laboratories comply with applicable federal laws.

Authorizes the Secretary to increase the number and capacity of laboratories operated by NOAA involved in testing and

other activities under this Act as necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act and as provided for in appropriations

Acts.

Sets forth provision authorizing: (1) the refusal of admission of imported seafood or seafood products originating from a

country or exporter if such seafood does not meet federal requirements, and (2) increased inspection of shipments of

seafood from countries that do not meet federal requirements and that lack adequate certified laboratories.

Authorizes the Secretary to send inspectors to an originating country or exporter to assess seafood practices and

processes and to provide technical assistance related to U.S. requirements.

Requires the development and publication of an annual list of standardized names to identify seafood at the distribution,

marketing, and consumer retail stages.

Actions Timeline

Jan 26, 2012: Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Reported by Senator Rockefeller without
amendment. With written report No. 112-131.
Jan 26, 2012: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 297.
Jun 8, 2011: Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Ordered to be reported without amendment
favorably.
Jan 25, 2011: Introduced in Senate
Jan 25, 2011: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S163)
Jan 25, 2011: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure
as introduced: CR S163-164)
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