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HR 4247
Cell Phone Theft Prevention Act of 2012

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications
Introduced: Mar 22, 2012
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Communications and Technology.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Communications and Technology.  (Apr 23, 2012) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-bill/4247 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Engel, Eliot L. [D-NY-17] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (3 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D · DC Mar 22, 2012

Rep. Nadler, Jerrold [D-NY-8] D · NY Mar 22, 2012

Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] D · TN Jul 10, 2012

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Apr 23, 2012

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Mar 22, 2012) 

Cell Phone Theft Prevention Act of 2012 - Amends the Communications Act of 1934 to prohibit a provider of commercial

mobile or commercial mobile data service from providing service on a mobile electronic device reported to such provider

as stolen by: (1) the person who holds the service account, if such person submits a copy of a report made to a law

enforcement agency regarding the theft; or (2) another provider of commercial mobile or commercial mobile data service

required by this Act to inform all other providers of a device reported stolen and of any information necessary for

identification of the device.

Defines "mobile electronic device" as a personal electronic device on which commercial mobile or commercial mobile

data service is provided, excluding devices: (1) for which the consumer purchases service by paying in advance for a

specified amount of calling or data usage, or (2) with respect to which the consumer does not have a direct relationship

with the provider.

Directs providers to make available to account holders the capability of deleting, from a remote location, all information

that was placed on such a device after its manufacture.

Prohibits a person from manufacturing in or importing into the United States for sale or resale to the public a mobile

electronic device unless it is: (1) equipped with a unique identifier that allows a provider to identify such device, and (2)

configured to enable a provider to make available the remote deletion capability required by this Act.

Actions Timeline

Apr 23, 2012: Referred to the Subcommittee on Communications and Technology.
Mar 22, 2012: Introduced in House
Mar 22, 2012: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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