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S 360
HELP Act

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Economics and Public Finance
Introduced: Feb 16, 2011
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Budget.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Budget.  (Feb 16, 2011) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/360 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Inhofe, James M. [R-OK] 
Party: Republican   •   State: OK   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (19 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Barrasso, John [R-WY] R · WY Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Blunt, Roy [R-MO] R · MO Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Boozman, John [R-AR] R · AR Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Burr, Richard [R-NC] R · NC Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Chambliss, Saxby [R-GA] R · GA Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Coburn, Tom [R-OK] R · OK Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Cornyn, John [R-TX] R · TX Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Crapo, Mike [R-ID] R · ID Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Enzi, Michael B. [R-WY] R · WY Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Graham, Lindsey [R-SC] R · SC Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Grassley, Chuck [R-IA] R · IA Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Hutchison, Kay Bailey [R-TX] R · TX Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Isakson, Johnny [R-GA] R · GA Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Johanns, Mike [R-NE] R · NE Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Kyl, Jon [R-AZ] R · AZ Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Risch, James E. [R-ID] R · ID Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Rubio, Marco [R-FL] R · FL Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Thune, John [R-SD] R · SD Feb 16, 2011

Sen. Wicker, Roger F. [R-MS] R · MS Feb 16, 2011

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Budget Committee Senate Referred To Feb 16, 2011
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Economics and Public Finance

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

112 SRES 46 Related bill Feb 8, 2011: Referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration. (text of measure as introduced:
CR S634)

Summary  (as of Feb 16, 2011) 

Honest Expenditure Limitation Program Act of 2011 or HELP Act - Amends the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 to

make it out of order in the House of Representatives or the Senate to consider any bill, joint resolution, amendment, or

conference report that includes any provision that would exceed specified non-security discretionary spending limits for

FY2011-FY2021.

Limits non-security discretionary spending limits: (1) for FY2011-FY2016 to the levels provided in FY2008; and (2) for

FY2017-FY2021 to such amount adjusted annually for inflation.

Defines "non-security discretionary spending" as discretionary spending other than spending for the Department of

Defense (DOD), homeland security activities, intelligence-related activities within the Department of State, the

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), and national security related activities in the Department of Energy (DOE).

Requires the President to issue a sequestration order, effective on issuance, if the Office of Management and Budget

(OMB) in its Final Discretionary Sequestration Report estimates that any sequestration is required.

Subjects to permanent cancellation any budgetary resources sequestered from any account, except those in special fund

accounts or offsetting collections sequestered in appropriation accounts. Applies the same percentage sequestration to

all programs, projects, and activities within a budget account.

Requires Discretionary Sequestration Preview Reports by: (1) OMB to the President and Congress; and (2) the

Congressional Budget Office (CBO) to Congress. Requires the OMB report to explain the difference between OMB and

CBO estimates for each item.

Requires the Final Discretionary Sequestration Reports to set forth estimates for: (1) the current year and each

subsequent year through 2021; (2) the current year, if applicable, and, the budget year, the new budget authority and the

breach, if any; (3) the sequestration percentages necessary to eliminate the breach; and (4) the level of enacted

sequesterable budget authority, and resulting estimated outlays to be sequestered for each account.

Sets forth sequestration enforcement mechanisms.

Actions Timeline

Feb 16, 2011: Introduced in Senate
Feb 16, 2011: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S793)
Feb 16, 2011: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Budget.
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LegiList is the fastest way to research Congress. Track any bill from introduction to enactment, see how every
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Free Course: Learn How Congress Actually Works

LegiList Learn is a free, self-paced course that walks through the entire legislative process — from drafting a bill
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