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HR 3426
Protecting Neighborhoods from Oil Pollution Act of 2011

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Environmental Protection
Introduced: Nov 15, 2011
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.  (Nov 16, 2011) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-bill/3426 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Connolly, Gerald E. [D-VA-11] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: VA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Nov 16, 2011

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Nov 15, 2011) 

Protecting Neighborhoods from Oil Pollution Act of 2011 - Amends the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (commonly

known as the Clean Water Act) to require the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to issue final

regulations requiring an owner or operator to permanently close any oil storage or processing facility that: (1) is located

within one mile of 100 or more residential units if two or more discharges of more than 40 gallons of oil occur at such

facility within any 10-year period, or (2) is the source of groundwater contamination affecting 100 or more residential

units. Requires such closures to be completed by specified deadlines.

Requires such regulations to define "permanently close" to require: (1) all liquid and sludge to be removed from each

container and connecting line associated with such facilities; (2) all such connecting lines and piping to be disconnected

from such containers and blanked off, all valves (except for ventilation valves) to be closed and locked, and conspicuous

signs to be posted on each container stating that it is a permanently closed container and noting the date of closure; and

(3) other applicable laws to be followed with respect to clean up and remediation of any other contamination at, or

originating from, such facilities.

Prohibits the Administrator from including in such regulations exemptions to any of the requirements of this Act for

discharges resulting from an act of God, an act of war, or U.S. negligence.

Authorizes the Administrator to waive the requirement for closure of such facilities or grant an extension of the closure

deadline if the Administrator determines that such owners or operators have taken or are taking all practicable steps to

remediate the condition requiring closure.

Requires such conditions requiring closure to be considered to be: (1) a substantial threat to the public health or welfare

of the United States for the purposes of federal removal authority and civil enforcement, or (2) an imminent and

substantial endangerment to the health of persons or to the welfare of persons for the purposes of emergency powers.

Actions Timeline

Nov 16, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.
Nov 15, 2011: Introduced in House
Nov 15, 2011: Referred to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
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