
LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.

Bill Fact Sheet – January 3, 2026
https://legilist.com

Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/112/s/3302

S 3302
Air Travelers' Bill of Rights Act of 2012

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: Jun 14, 2012
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  (Jun 14, 2012) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/3302 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Paul, Rand [R-KY] 
Party: Republican   •   State: KY   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Isakson, Johnny [R-GA] R · GA Jul 10, 2012

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Jun 14, 2012

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

112 HR 6449 Identical bill Oct 5, 2012: Referred to the Subcommittee on Transportation Security.
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Summary  (as of Jun 14, 2012) 

Air Travelers' Bill of Rights Act of 2012 - Directs the Assistant Secretary of Homeland Security (Transportation Security

Administration [TSA]) to: (1) establish an air travelers' bill of rights for air passengers screened at primary airports, and (2)

post it on the TSA website and display signs and distribute brochures listing such rights to passengers before they are

screened.

Requires the air travelers' bill of rights to include, at a minimum, that a passenger has the right to: (1) presumed

innocence before, during, and after screening; (2) be screened expeditiously if verified by the TSA as a low-risk or

frequent traveler; (3) decline to be screened by a device that uses backscatter x-rays; (4) freedom from searches and

screening procedures not implemented for cause or suspicion; (5) be screened by a method other than a pat-down; (6)

accompany minor children through the screening process; (7) privacy of any image of the passenger generated during

the screening process; and (8) peacefully express his or her concerns of mistreatment during the screening process to

the supervisor of the individual conducting the screening.

Transfers from the Under Secretary of Transportation for Security (DOT) to the Assistant Secretary the authority to

approve any application of an airport operator to have the screening of passengers and property at an airport be carried

out by the screening personnel of a qualified private screening company (security screening opt-out program). Requires

the Assistant Secretary to approve all such applications.

Directs the Assistant Secretary to take necessary actions to expand TSA's expedited screening initiative (PreCheck

program).

Directs the Assistant Secretary to increase the number of canines from the TSA's National Explosives Detection Canine

Team Program, placed at commercial service airports with more than 2.5 million passenger boardings each year, to a

number sufficient to ensure at least one canine team can be tasked exclusively for screening passengers.

Prohibits the use of random computer-generated screening of air passengers at commercial service airports.

Directs the Assistant Secretary to prescribe regulations to: (1) limit the screening of passengers through use of pat-

downs; and (2) ensure that the screening of passengers wearing a prosthetic limb, a breast pump, adult diapers, a

wheelchair, an insulin pump, or any other medical device is done in a private area out of view of other passengers if

requested. Requires termination of any TSA or private security screener who commits a gross violation of the privacy of a

passenger in a manner not supported by TSA policy.

Amends the Support Anti-terrorism by Fostering Effective Technologies Act of 2002 to exclude from its liability protections

against claims arising out of, or resulting from, an act of terrorism the manufacturers of advanced imaging technology or

any technology developed or acquired after enactment of this Act for the screening of passengers.

Directs the Secretary of Homeland Security (DHS) to take all appropriate actions to implement any elements of the air

travelers' bill of rights that are not currently included in TSA policies and practices.

Directs the Assistant Secretary to provide a Passenger Privacy Protection Award to an eligible airport and individual for

improving the privacy of passengers at airports each year.

Prescribes requirements for the distribution of unclaimed money recovered at airport security checkpoints.



Actions Timeline

Jun 14, 2012: Introduced in Senate
Jun 14, 2012: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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