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HR 3280

Powering America for Tomorrow Act

Congress: 112 (2011-2013, Ended)
Chamber: House

Policy Area: Energy

Introduced: Oct 27, 2011

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Power.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Power. (Oct 28, 2011)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-hill/3280

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr. [R-WI-5]
Party: Republican < State WI « Chamber: House

Cosponsors
No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber

Energy and Commerce Committee House

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Energy

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Activity

Referred to

Date
Oct 28, 2011
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Summary (as of Oct 27, 2011)

Powering America for Tomorrow Act - Amends the Federal Power Act to direct the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) to designate one or more regions within the Eastern Interconnection and the Western
Interconnection to be represented by specified regional transmission planners.

Sets forth application and approval procedures for regional transmission planners.
Prescribes: (1) a regional transmission plan design; and (2) a regional transmission planning process.

Requires the federal power marketing administrations and transmitting utilities in a designated region to integrate their
transmission plans with the regional transmission plans required under this Act, and to otherwise participate in a regional
transmission planning process.

Directs FERC to require that: (1) all regional high voltage electric transmission cost allocation processes and
methodologies adhere to a clear and consistent set of specified regulatory principles; and (2) regional transmission
planners coordinate planning across regional boundaries within an Interconnection.

Authorizes a regional transmission planner, as part of a plan submitted to FERC, to identify regional transmission projects
required by, and consistent with, the public convenience and necessity.

Instructs FERC, in issuing a certificate of public convenience and necessity, to give substantial deference to any
proposed finding of public convenience and necessity in the plan submitted by a regional transmission planner.

Excludes from review for any environmental assessment or environmental impact statement required under the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 any proposed finding by a regional transmission planner of public convenience and
necessity with respect to a regional transmission project.

Retains state exclusive authority over the siting of any transmission facility that is not a part of a regional transmission
project.

Specifies federal siting authority with respect to any transmission facility identified as part or all of a regional transmission
project for which a certificate of public convenience and necessity has been issued.

Actions Timeline

e Oct 28, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Power.
e Oct 27, 2011: Introduced in House
e Oct 27, 2011: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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