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S 2299

Servicemembers Rights Enforcement Improvement Act of 2012

Congress: 112 (2011-2013, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Apr 18, 2012

Current Status. Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 112-567.

Latest Action: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 112-567. (Jun 13, 2012)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/2299

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA]
Party: Democratic « State: WA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (7 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Akaka, Daniel K. [D-HI] D - HI Apr 18, 2012
Sen. Begich, Mark [D-AK] D - AK Apr 18, 2012
Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D WV Apr 18, 2012
Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] DRI Apr 18, 2012
Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D-CT May 7, 2012
Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT] D -MT May 7, 2012
Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] DRI May 15, 2012
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Veterans' Affairs Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Jun 13, 2012

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
112 HR 6293 Related bill  Sep 21, 2012: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity.
112 S 3322 Related bill  Sep 12, 2012: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Ordered to be reported without amendment favorably.
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Summary (as of Apr 18, 2012)

Servicemembers Rights Enforcement Improvement Act of 2012 - Amends the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (the Act)

concerning the protection of servicemembers against default judgments to require a plaintiff, before filing an affidavit, to

conduct a diligent and reasonable investigation to determine whether or not the defendant is in military service, including
a search of available records of the Department of Defense (DOD) and any other available information.

Makes a private right of action for a violation of the Act retroactive to December 19, 2003.

Allows a veteran on whose behalf a complaint of a violation of employment or reemployment rights is made by the
Attorney General (AG) to intervene in such action, and to obtain appropriate relief. Requires the AG, within 60 days after
receiving a referral of an unsuccessful attempt to resolve a complaint relating to a state or private employer, to notify the
person on whose behalf the complaint is submitted of either the decision to commence such an action or of when such
decision is expected to be made. Requires, in the latter case, such decision to be made within an additional 30 days.
Requires the AG to commence such an action when there is reasonable cause to believe that a state or private employer
is engaged in a pattern or practice of resistance to the full enjoyment of such employment and reemployment rights and
benefits, and that the pattern or practice is intended to deny the full exercise of such rights and benefits.

Provides the Special Counsel with subpoena power to require the attendance and testimony of, and production of
documents from, federal employees, to be enforced through the Merit Systems Protection Board.

Authorizes the AG to issue and serve a civil investigative demand for the production of documentary material relevant to
an investigation under the Act.

Actions Timeline

Jun 13, 2012: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 112-567.
Apr 18, 2012: Introduced in Senate
Apr 18, 2012: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S2500-2501)

Apr 18, 2012: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. (text of measure as introduced: CR
S2501-2502)
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