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S 2241
GI Bill Consumer Awareness Act of 2012

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security
Introduced: Mar 27, 2012
Current Status: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Ordered to be reported without amendment favorably.
Latest Action: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Ordered to be reported without amendment favorably.  (Sep 12, 2012) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/2241 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: WA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (14 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Akaka, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI Mar 27, 2012

Sen. Begich, Mark [D-AK] D · AK Mar 27, 2012

Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH] D · OH Mar 27, 2012

Sen. Coons, Christopher A. [D-DE] D · DE Mar 27, 2012

Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA] D · IA Mar 27, 2012

Sen. Inouye, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI Mar 27, 2012

Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D · VT Mar 27, 2012

Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D · WV Mar 27, 2012

Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] D · RI Mar 27, 2012

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D · CT Apr 16, 2012

Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D · NY May 7, 2012

Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT] D · MT May 8, 2012

Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] D · RI May 16, 2012

Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH] D · NH Jun 26, 2012

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Veterans' Affairs Committee Senate Markup By Sep 12, 2012

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security
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Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Mar 27, 2012) 

GI Bill Consumer Awareness Act of 2012 - Directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Secretary), on an ongoing basis, to

make available to veterans, members of the Armed Forces (members), and spouses and dependents eligible to receive,

or who are receiving, educational assistance through the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) or the Department of

Defense (DOD) specified information about educational institutions and the programs of education available to such

veterans and members.

Directs the Secretary of Defense, on an ongoing basis, to make available to individuals eligible to receive, or who are

receiving, assistance under the DOD Military Spouse Career Advancement Account program specified information about

the types of accreditation available to educational institutions and programs of education, a general overview of federal

student aid programs and the implications of incurring student loan debt, and educational program results.

Provides additional requirements for institutions providing programs of education under VA and DOD educational

assistance programs, including employee training about benefits and assistance available to veterans and members, and

special advising and support services for such veterans and members. Prohibits the approval of a course of education if

the institution: (1) requires a student enrolled to waive the right to legal recourse or submit to arbitration, or (2) imposes

onerous legal notice provisions in the case of a dispute with the institution. Directs the Secretary to enter into a

memorandum of understanding with each institution to carry out requirements protecting individuals receiving VA or DOD

educational assistance.

Requires the VA and DOD Secretaries to jointly develop policies to curb the aggressive recruiting (for enrollment) of

veterans and members by educational institutions. Directs the Secretaries to establish a working group to: (1) coordinate

consumer protection efforts of VA and DOD with respect to educational assistance provided, and (2) develop policies

related to postsecondary education marketing and recruitment of veterans and members.

Directs the Secretaries to assess, and report to Congress on, the quality and delivery of career information and

counseling provided to veterans and members enrolled in programs of VA or DOD educational assistance.

Makes eligible for VA educational and vocational counseling an individual serving on active duty in any state who has

served in the Armed Forces on active duty for at least 180 days.

Requires the Secretary to: (1) establish procedures for the submission of complaints by students pursuing programs of

VA or DOD educational assistance, (2) collect and disseminate information about best practices for the provision of

educational assistance to veterans and members, and (3) report to Congress on the receipt of VA educational

assistance.

Directs the Secretary of Defense to establish and report on metrics for tracking the successful completion of DOD

education and workforce training programs.



Actions Timeline

Sep 12, 2012: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Ordered to be reported without amendment favorably.
Jun 13, 2012: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 112-567.
Mar 27, 2012: Introduced in Senate
Mar 27, 2012: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S2087-2088)
Mar 27, 2012: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. (text of measure as introduced: CR
S2088-2092)
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