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S2184

Fisheries Investment and Regulatory Relief Act of 2012

Congress: 112 (2011-2013, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources

Introduced: Mar 12, 2012

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (Mar 12, 2012)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/2184

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: MA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (s total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Brown, Scott P. [R-MA] R - MA Mar 12, 2012

Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D WV Mar 12, 2012

Sen. Snowe, Olympia J. [R-ME] R - ME Mar 12, 2012

Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] DRI Mar 12, 2012

Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] D-NJ Mar 13, 2012
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Mar 12, 2012

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
112 HR 4208 Identical bill  Mar 26, 2012: Referred to the Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans, and Insular Affairs.
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Summary (as of Mar 12, 2012)

Fisheries Investment and Regulatory Relief Act of 2012 - Amends the Saltonstall-Kennedy Act to revise the program
under which the Secretary of Commerce provides financial assistance for fisheries research and development projects.
Directs each Regional Fishery Management Council to establish a fishery investment committee to: (1) develop a
regional fishery investment plan identifying research, conservation, management needs, and actions to rebuild and
maintain healthy fish populations and sustainable fisheries; and (2) make recommendations to the Council on grant
applications and projects to implement the respective plans.

Requires that such plans be revised, approved by the relevant Council, and submitted to the Secretary at least once
every five years.

Directs the Secretary to establish an annual competitive grant program to advance regional priorities included in such
plans. Makes state, federal, regional, or private entities or persons eligible for such funding. Requires that preference be
given to public-private partnerships.

Specifies that national fisheries investment program funds be used by the Secretary for research and investment that
supports rebuilding and maintaining healthy U.S. fish populations and promotes sustainable fisheries. (Currently, such
funds are used for harvesting, processing, marketing, and other associated infrastructures.)

Allocates funds to each Council and marine fisheries commissions.

Limits to a specified percentage the funds authorized to offset receipts for National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) operations, research, and facilities.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 12, 2012: Introduced in Senate
e Mar 12, 2012: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S1579)
e Mar 12, 2012: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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