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S2179

Military and Veterans Educational Reform Act of 2012

Congress: 112 (2011-2013, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Mar 8, 2012

Current Status. Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 112-567.

Latest Action: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 112-567. (Jun 13, 2012)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/2179

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Webb, Jim [D-VA]
Party: Democratic « State: VA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (16 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Brown, Scott P. [R-MA] R - MA Mar 8, 2012
Sen. Carper, Thomas R. [D-DE] D - DE Mar 8, 2012
Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA] D-IA Mar 8, 2012
Sen. McCaskill, Claire [D-MQ] D - MO Mar 8, 2012
Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D -MA Mar 13, 2012
Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D-IL Mar 14, 2012
Sen. Begich, Mark [D-AK] D - AK Mar 19, 2012
Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] |- VT Mar 26, 2012
Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D-CT Apr 16, 2012
Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD] D -MD May 7, 2012
Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D - NY May 7, 2012
Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] DRI May 14, 2012
Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT] D-MT May 17, 2012
Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D-CA May 23, 2012
Sen. Udall, Tom [D-NM] D -NM Jun 21, 2012
Sen. Hutchison, Kay Bailey [R-TX] R -TX Jun 28, 2012
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Veterans' Affairs Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Jun 13, 2012

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security
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Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Mar 8, 2012)

Military and Veterans Educational Reform Act of 2012 - Allows the Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Secretary) or a state
approving agency (SAA) to approve, for purposes of veterans' educational assistance provided through the Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA), a course that leads to an associate or higher degree only when such course is an eligible
program offered by an institution of higher education that has entered into and is complying with a program approved by
the Secretary of Education under the Higher Education Act of 1965. Provides conditions under which the Secretary or a
SAA may approve a course that does not lead to an associate or higher degree.

Prohibits the approval of a non-degree course of education unless, among other things, the course is determined to
further the purposes of the VA program. Provides additional requirements for the VA approval of nonaccredited courses.
Requires additional requirements imposed by SAAs to be approved by the Secretary prior to use under the VA program.

Provides additional requirements for the approval of programs of educational assistance for persons enlisting for active
duty.

Requires educational institutions to inform participants on matters relating to accreditation and educational outcomes as a
condition of approval under educational assistance programs offered by the VA and Department of Defense (DOD).

Directs an educational institution with 20 or more VA program participants enrolled, prior to approval, to provide adequate
academic and student support services, including remediation, tutoring, and job placement counseling.

Requires each SAA, as a condition of receiving VA reimbursement for program approval activities, to conduct education
and outreach activities to assist participants in making well-informed choices about their education and successful
transition into an educational environment. Requires SAAs to conduct annual audits of institutions that have VA program
participants. Directs the Secretary to conduct mandatory annual compliance reviews of such institutions.

Directs the Secretary to provide individualized, one-on-one counseling to veterans and members of the Armed Forces
who are considering a program of education with assistance through the VA or DOD.

Requires the Secretaries of VA and DOD to each establish a process whereby individuals are able to submit complaints
regarding educational institutions relevant to the provision of educational assistance, including complaints regarding
misrepresentation, fraud, waste, and abuse.

Actions Timeline

Jun 13, 2012: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 112-567.
Mar 8, 2012: Introduced in Senate

Mar 8, 2012: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S1541-1542)

Mar 8, 2012: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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