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S 2146
Clean Energy Standard Act of 2012

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Energy
Introduced: Mar 1, 2012
Current Status: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 112-466.
Latest Action: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 112-466.  (May 17,
2012) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/2146 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NM   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (10 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Coons, Christopher A. [D-DE] D · DE Mar 1, 2012

Sen. Franken, Al [D-MN] D · MN Mar 1, 2012

Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D · MA Mar 1, 2012

Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] I · VT Mar 1, 2012

Sen. Udall, Mark [D-CO] D · CO Mar 1, 2012

Sen. Udall, Tom [D-NM] D · NM Mar 1, 2012

Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] D · RI Mar 1, 2012

Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D · OR Mar 1, 2012

Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D · CA Apr 19, 2012

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D · OR May 14, 2012

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) May 17, 2012

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Energy

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Mar 1, 2012) 

Clean Energy Standard Act of 2012 - Amends the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 (PURPA) to require,

beginning in calendar 2015, each electric utility that sells electric energy to electric consumers in a state (other than

Alaska or Hawaii) to obtain a percentage of such electric energy from clean energy.

Prescribes a schedule for calendar year minimum annual percentages.

Directs the Secretary of Energy (DOE) to: (1) establish a federal clean energy credit trading program under which electric

utilities may submit clean energy credits to certify their compliance, and (2) issue to each generator of electric energy a

quantity of clean energy credits determined in accordance with this Act.

Authorizes the Secretary to delegate: (1) administration of a national clean energy credit market for purposes of

establishing a transparent national market for the sale or trade of clean energy credits; and (2) the tracking of dispatch of

clean generation.

Subjects to a civil penalty an electric utility that fails to meet the requirements of this Act.

Requires the Secretary to establish a state energy efficiency funding program.

Exempts from this Act any electric utility that sold less than the prescribed quantity of megawatt-hours of electric energy

to electric consumers during the preceding calendar year.

Requires the Secretary to report to Congress on mechanisms to supplement the standard under this Act by addressing

clean energy resources that do not generate electric energy but that may substantially reduce electric energy loads,

including energy efficiency, biomass converted to thermal energy, geothermal energy collected using heat pumps,

thermal energy delivered through district heating systems, and waste heat used as industrial process heat.

Directs the Secretary to submit a report to Congress that: (1) quantifies the losses of natural gas during its production and

transportation, and (2) recommends programs and policies to promote conservation of natural gas for beneficial use.

Actions Timeline

May 17, 2012: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 112-466.
Mar 1, 2012: Introduced in Senate
Mar 1, 2012: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S1196-1197)
Mar 1, 2012: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S1197-1199)
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