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Commuter Protection Act

Congress: 112 (2011-2013, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works

Introduced: Dec 15, 2011

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (Dec 15, 2011)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/2006

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ]
Party: Democratic * State: NJ ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] D - NJ Jan 23, 2012
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Dec 15, 2011

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
112 HR 3684 Identical bill Dec 16, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit.
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Summary (as of Dec 15, 2011)

Commuter Protection Act - Amends the Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation Assistance Act of 1987 to expand
the requirement that certain bridge tolls be just and reasonable to all bridges or tunnels constructed on a federal-aid
highway. (Current law applies the just and reasonable toll requirement only to bridges constructed under the Bridge Act of
1906, the General Bridge Act of 1946, or the International Bridge Act of 1972.)

Requires that tolls for all such bridges and tunnels be subject to review and regulation by the Secretary of Transportation
(DOT), upon complaint or the initiative of the Secretary, including with respect to increases in the amount of tolls.

Directs the Secretary to promulgate regulations to define, determine, and, when appropriate, prescribe just and
reasonable toll rates.

Requires that such regulations: (1) establish an administrative complaint process for aggrieved persons to challenge such
determinations or toll rate increases on bridges or tunnels, (2) authorize the Secretary or an administrative law judge to
conduct investigations and hold formal hearings on such complaints, and (3) permit complainants to seek judicial review
of a final administrative determination in a U.S. district court.

Directs the Comptroller General to: (1) evaluate the use of tolls by interstate authorities to maintain and improve surface
transportation facilities, and (2) make recommendations to increase transparency and accountability of the funding
decisions by those authorities.

Actions Timeline

e Dec 15, 2011: Introduced in Senate
e Dec 15, 2011: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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