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HR 1981
Protecting Children From Internet Pornographers Act of 2011

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: May 25, 2011
Current Status: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 224.
Latest Action: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 224.  (Dec 16, 2011) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-bill/1981 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Smith, Lamar [R-TX-21] 
Party: Republican   •   State: TX   •   Chamber: House
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Cosponsors  (39 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Wasserman Schultz, Debbie [D-FL-20] D · FL May 25, 2011

Rep. Ruppersberger, C. A. Dutch [D-MD-2] D · MD Jun 15, 2011

Rep. Flores, Bill [R-TX-17] R · TX Jul 6, 2011

Rep. Forbes, J. Randy [R-VA-4] R · VA Jul 6, 2011

Rep. Chabot, Steve [R-OH-1] R · OH Jul 11, 2011

Rep. Coble, Howard [R-NC-6] R · NC Jul 11, 2011

Rep. Critz, Mark S. [D-PA-12] D · PA Jul 11, 2011

Rep. Deutch, Theodore E. [D-FL-19] D · FL Jul 11, 2011

Rep. Franks, Trent [R-AZ-2] R · AZ Jul 11, 2011

Rep. Gallegly, Elton [R-CA-24] R · CA Jul 11, 2011

Rep. Gowdy, Trey [R-SC-4] R · SC Jul 11, 2011

Rep. Lungren, Daniel E. [R-CA-3] R · CA Jul 11, 2011

Rep. Shuler, Heath [D-NC-11] D · NC Jul 11, 2011

Rep. Emerson, Jo Ann [R-MO-8] R · MO Jul 12, 2011

Rep. LaTourette, Steven C. [R-OH-14] R · OH Jul 12, 2011

Rep. Lummis, Cynthia M. [R-WY-At Large] R · WY Jul 12, 2011

Rep. Marino, Tom [R-PA-10] R · PA Jul 12, 2011

Rep. Quigley, Mike [D-IL-5] D · IL Jul 12, 2011

Rep. Upton, Fred [R-MI-6] R · MI Jul 12, 2011

Rep. Calvert, Ken [R-CA-44] R · CA Jul 15, 2011

Rep. Schiff, Adam B. [D-CA-29] D · CA Jul 15, 2011

Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D · TX Jul 19, 2011

Rep. Stark, Fortney Pete [D-CA-13] D · CA Jul 25, 2011

Resident Commissioner Pierluisi, Pedro R. [D-PR-At Large] D · PR Jul 25, 2011

Rep. Griffin, Tim [R-AR-2] R · AR Jul 29, 2011

Rep. Pence, Mike [R-IN-6] R · IN Nov 30, 2011

Rep. Ross, Dennis A. [R-FL-12] R · FL Nov 30, 2011

Rep. Amodei, Mark E. [R-NV-2] R · NV Dec 2, 2011

Rep. Herrera Beutler, Jaime [R-WA-3] R · WA Dec 2, 2011

Rep. Jordan, Jim [R-OH-4] R · OH Dec 2, 2011

Rep. Miller, Jeff [R-FL-1] R · FL Dec 2, 2011

Rep. Nugent, Richard B. [R-FL-5] R · FL Dec 2, 2011

Rep. Reichert, David G. [R-WA-8] R · WA Dec 2, 2011

Rep. Wilson, Joe [R-SC-2] R · SC Dec 2, 2011

Rep. Kline, John [R-MN-2] R · MN Dec 14, 2011

Rep. Austria, Steve [R-OH-7] R · OH Dec 16, 2011

Rep. Fitzpatrick, Michael G. [R-PA-8] R · PA Dec 16, 2011

Rep. McIntyre, Mike [D-NC-7] D · NC Dec 16, 2011

Rep. Womack, Steve [R-AR-3] R · AR Dec 16, 2011
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Discharged From Dec 16, 2011

Judiciary Committee House Discharged from Jul 26, 2011

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

112 HR 6063 Related bill Dec 7, 2012: Became Public Law No: 112-206.

112 S 3456 Related bill Jul 30, 2012: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

112 S 1308 Related bill Jun 30, 2011: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

112 S 596 Related bill Mar 16, 2011: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Summary  (as of Nov 10, 2011) 

Protecting Children From Internet Pornographers Act of 2011 - (Sec. 2) Amends the federal criminal code to prohibit

knowingly conducting in interstate or foreign commerce a financial transaction that will facilitate access to, or the

possession of, child pornography. Makes this prohibition inapplicable to a financial transaction conducted in cooperation

with, or with the consent of, any federal, state, or local law enforcement agency.

(Sec. 3) Adds as predicate offenses to the money laundering statute provisions regarding: (1) such financial facilitation of

access to child pornography, and (2) obscene visual representation of the abuse of children.

(Sec. 4) Requires a commercial provider of an electronic communication service to retain for at least one year a log of the

temporarily assigned network addresses assigned to subscribers or customers that enables the identification of

corresponding customer or subscriber information. Prohibits access to such records from being compelled by any person

or nongovernmental entity. Directs the Attorney General to study and report within two years on the provider compliance

costs. Encourages providers to: (1) give prompt notice to customers of a breach of such records, and (2) store such

records securely to protect customer privacy and prevent breaches.

Directs the Attorney General, within two years, to complete a study of providers affected by this section, including: (1) the

privacy standards and considerations implemented, and (2) the frequency of any reported breaches.

(Sec. 5) Bars any cause of action against a provider for retaining such records as required.

(Sec. 6) Makes a good faith reliance on the record retention requirement a complete defense to a civil action.

(Sec. 7) Allows the issuance of an administrative subpoena for the investigation of unregistered sex offenders by the

United States Marshals Service.

(Sec. 8) Requires a U.S. district court to issue a protective order prohibiting harassment or intimidation of a minor victim

or witness if the court finds evidence that the conduct at issue is reasonably likely to adversely affect the willingness of

the minor witness or victim to testify or otherwise participate in a federal criminal case or investigation. Authorizes the

court to: (1) issue an ex parte emergency protective order in advance of a hearing if exigent circumstances are present,

in which case the court shall hold a hearing not later than 14 days after the date such order was applied for or issued;

and (2) order that such a protective order expires on the later of three years after the date of issuance or the date of the

minor victim's or witness's 18th birthday. Provides for up to five years' imprisonment, a fine, or both for violating or

attempting to violate such a protective order.

Directs the courts to presume, subject to rebuttal by the person, that the distribution or publication using the Internet of a

photograph of, or restricted personal information regarding, a specific person serves no legitimate purpose, unless that

use is authorized by that person, is for news reporting purposes, is designed to locate that person (who has been

reported to law enforcement as a missing person), or is part of a government authorized effort to locate a fugitive or

person of interest in a criminal, antiterrorism, or national security investigation.

(Sec. 9) Directs the United States Sentencing Commission to review and, if appropriate, amend the federal sentencing

guidelines and policy statements to ensure that such guidelines provide an additional penalty for obstruction of justice

associated with sex trafficking of children and other child abuse crimes.

(Sec. 10) Imposes a fine and/or prison term of up to 20 years for a child pornography offense involving a prepubescent

minor or a child under the age of 12.



Actions Timeline

Dec 16, 2011: Committee on Energy and Commerce discharged.
Dec 16, 2011: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 224.
Dec 9, 2011: House Committee on Energy and Commerce Granted an extension for further consideration ending not
later than Dec. 16, 2011.
Nov 10, 2011: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Judiciary. H. Rept. 112-281, Part I.
Nov 10, 2011: Referred sequentially to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce for a period ending not later
than Dec. 9, 2011.
Jul 28, 2011: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.
Jul 28, 2011: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 19 - 10.
Jul 26, 2011: Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security Discharged.
Jul 12, 2011: Subcommittee Hearings Held.
Jul 11, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security.
May 25, 2011: Introduced in House
May 25, 2011: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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