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S 187
Biofuels Market Expansion Act of 2011

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: Jan 25, 2011
Current Status: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 112-36.
Latest Action: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 112-36.  (Apr 7,
2011) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/187 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: IA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (3 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Franken, Al [D-MN] D · MN Jan 25, 2011

Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D · SD Jan 25, 2011

Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D · MN Jan 25, 2011

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Apr 7, 2011

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

112 HR 1516 Related bill Apr 18, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Power.
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Summary  (as of Jan 25, 2011) 

Biofuels Market Expansion Act of 2011 - Requires automobile manufacturers to ensure that at least 50% of 2014 and

2015 model year automobiles and light duty trucks manufactured for sale in the United States are dual fueled. Increases

the minimum to 90% for 2016 and subsequent model years. (Excludes automobiles and light duty trucks that operate only

on electricity.)

Requires the Secretary of Energy (DOE) to make grants to eligible facilities to pay the federal share of: (1) installing

blender pump fuel infrastructure, including infrastructure necessary for the direct retail sale of ethanol fuel blends

(including E-85 fuel); and (2) providing subgrants to direct retailers of such fuels for the installation of such infrastructure.

Prohibits a major fuel distributor (any person that owns a refinery or that directly markets the output of a refinery through

at least 50 retail fueling stations) from being eligible for such grants or subgrants.

Amends the Clean Air Act to revise the renewable fuel program to require the Secretary to promulgate regulations to

ensure that each major fuel distributor that sells or introduces gasoline into commerce in the United States through

majority-owned stations or branded stations installs one or more blender pumps that dispense E-85 fuel and ethanol fuel

blends at: (1) an overall percentage of such stations increasing from 10% in 2014 to 50% in 2020, and (2) a specified

minimum percentage of such stations in each state. Allows such distributors to earn credits if they exceed such

percentages and to sell such credits to other distributors, except for use to fulfill the state distribution requirement.

Amends the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to make renewable fuel pipelines eligible for loan guarantees for projects that

avoid, reduce, or sequester air pollutants or anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse gases and employ new or

significantly improved technologies as compared to commercial technologies in service in the United States at the time

the guarantee is issued.

Amends the temporary program for rapid deployment of renewable energy and electric power transmission projects to

make eligible for loan guarantees projects for the installation of sufficient infrastructure to allow for the cost-effective

deployment of clean energy technologies appropriate to each region of the United States.

Actions Timeline

Apr 7, 2011: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 112-36.
Jan 25, 2011: Introduced in Senate
Jan 25, 2011: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S239)
Jan 25, 2011: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S239-241)
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