LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — December 10, 2025
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/112/hr/1856

HR 1856

International Religious Freedom Act Amendments of 2011

Congress: 112 (2011-2013, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: International Affairs

Introduced: May 11, 2011

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, and Human Rights.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, and Human Rights. (Aug 2, 2011)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-bill/1856

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Wolf, Frank R. [R-VA-10]
Party: Republican < State VA ¢ Chamber: House
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Cosponsor

Rep. Harris, Andy [R-MD-1]

Committee Activity

Committee
Financial Services Committee
Foreign Affairs Committee

Oversight and Government Reform Committee

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills
Bill Relationship
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Summary (as of May 11, 2011)

International Religious Freedom Act Amendments of 2011 - Amends the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998
(IRFA) to require the Ambassador at Large for International Religious Freedom to: (1) integrate U.S. international
religious freedom policies and engagement programs into U.S.-funded democracy and civil society programs and
counterterrorism policies of U.S. agencies, including the Department of Defense (DOD), Department of State,
Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and Department of the Treasury; and (2) coordinate programs including such
agencies and the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).

Recognizes that the absence of religious freedom is related to the persecution of religious minorities, religious conflict,
violence, extremism, and terrorism (including terrorism reaching the United States). Extends U.S. policy to assisting
nongovernmental organizations (currently, only governments) promoting religious freedom.

Authorizes the Ambassador, subject to the direction of the President and the Secretary of State, to represent the United
States in contacts with nongovernmental organizations impacting religious freedom in their respective societies, regions,
or internationally.

Specifies the minimum training requirements for foreign service officers, including chiefs of mission, under the Foreign
Service Act of 1980.

Modifies: (1) procedures for appointing members to the Commission on International Religious Freedom, and (2) terms of
office for such members. Establishes the Executive Committee of the Commission.

Extends the Commission's termination date to September 30, 2018.

Requires the President, within 120 days after designating a country of particular concern for religious freedom, to transmit
to Congress: (1) any identification of the agency or instrumentality and specific officials responsible for religious freedom
violations, and (2) an evaluation of the actions taken by the President.

Limits, to a 180-day period, the President's authority to waive specified actions with respect to a country in response to
religious freedom violations.

Terminates any action by the President under the IRFA upon the President's certification that the foreign government has
ceased (or taken steps to cease) particularly severe violations of religious freedom. (Currently, without such certification,
an action terminates within two years unless reauthorized by law.)

Actions Timeline

e Aug 2, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, and Human Rights.

e Jul 29, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on International Monetary Policy and Trade.

e May 13, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Government Organization, Efficiency, and Financial Management .
e May 11, 2011: Introduced in House

e May 11, 2011: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E853-854)

e May 11, 2011: Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Committees on Financial Services,
and Oversight and Government Reform, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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