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S 1830
Protect American Innovation Act of 2011

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Commerce
Introduced: Nov 8, 2011
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.  (Nov 8, 2011) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/1830 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: MI   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Nov 8, 2011

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Commerce

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Nov 8, 2011) 

Protect American Innovation Act of 2011 - Establishes within the Department of the Treasury the position of Director of

Intellectual Property Rights Enforcement (Director).

Directs the Commissioner responsible for U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and the Assistant Secretary for

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement to appoint coordinators of intellectual property rights enforcement activities.

Directs the Secretary of the Treasury, acting through the Commissioner, to prescribe regulations to apply risk

assessment modeling techniques to border enforcement activities for combating counterfeiting and piracy.

Directs the Commissioner to determine the feasibility of training CBP personnel in the use of new technological means for

detecting and identifying, at ports of entry, counterfeit and pirated goods, and goods subject to exclusion orders.

Requires the Commissioner to improve the process of making samples of shipments of goods suspected of violating

intellectual property rights available to the owners of copyrights, trademarks, patents, and other forms of intellectual

property (owners) for the purpose of inspection or analysis.

Requires the Commissioner to prescribe regulations to ensure that the system for recording copyrights, trademarks,

patents, and other forms of intellectual property does not impede the rapid seizure of goods that violate the rights of the

owners.

Directs the Commissioner to develop a voluntary certification program for low-risk importers that have taken specific

measures to prevent the infiltration into the international supply chain of counterfeit and pirated goods, goods subject to

exclusion orders, and goods that violate other forms of intellectual property rights.

Directs the Secretary, acting through the Commissioner, to develop and implement a watch list database of importers,

shippers, freight forwarders, and other participants in the import, export, and transshipment process whose activities

merit special scrutiny at ports of entry because of the risk of importation, exportation, or transshipment of goods that

violate intellectual property rights or exclusion orders.

Prohibits the mitigation, dismissal, or vacating of civil fines, except pursuant to regulations.

Requires the Commissioner to report to specified congressional committees on effective civil fine collection techniques.

Directs the Secretary to take steps to: (1) increase staffing and resources of offices of CBP and U.S. Immigration and

Customs Enforcement (ICE) engaged in providing training and technical assistance to the customs services and

enforcement agencies of other countries, and (2) ensure that the Director performs certain actions to maximize the

efficient and effective use of resources for international training and technical assistance activities.

Amends the Tariff Act of 1930 to: (1) increase certain prohibitions on the importation, exportation, and transshipment of

counterfeit or pirated goods, (2) revise requirements for declarations regarding counterfeit and infringing merchandise,

and (3) authorize the CBP Chief Counsel to commence and participate in certain civil forfeiture proceedings.

Directs the Secretary, acting through the Commissioner and the Assistant Secretary, to establish an Advisory Committee

on Import Safety and Intellectual Property Rights Enforcement.

Authorizes appropriations to CBP and ICE for additional personnel to carry out specified responsibilities.



Revises the requirements for exclusion orders for certain unfair trade practices to divide them into first, second, and third

exclusion orders with increasing penalties, including a visa ban.

Actions Timeline

Nov 8, 2011: Introduced in Senate
Nov 8, 2011: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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