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S 1746
VISIT USA Act

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: Oct 20, 2011
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.  (Oct 20, 2011) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/1746 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (5 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Lee, Mike [R-UT] R · UT Oct 20, 2011

Sen. Akaka, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI Dec 14, 2011

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D · CT Dec 14, 2011

Sen. Landrieu, Mary L. [D-LA] D · LA Dec 14, 2011

Sen. Manchin, Joe, III [D-WV] D · WV Dec 14, 2011

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Referred To Oct 20, 2011

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

112 HR 3341 Identical bill Nov 21, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration Policy and Enforcement.
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Summary  (as of Oct 20, 2011) 

Visa Improvements to Stimulate International Tourism to the United States of America Act or the VISIT USA Act -

Amends the Immigration and Nationality Act to provide qualifying nationals of China (PRC) with a five-year multiple

entry/exit visitor visa. Requires such persons to be screened through the automated electronic travel authorization

system.

Transfers authority to establish and collect the premium fee for employment-based petitions and applications from the

Attorney General (DOJ) to the Secretary of Homeland Security (DHS).

Directs the Secretary of State to: (1) offer for a fee premium visitor visa processing; (2) develop, subject to security

concerns, a pilot program for processing visitor visas using secure remote videoconferencing technology to conduct visa

interviews; and (3) decrease nonimmigrant visa application and issuance fees in selected countries when there is a low

demand from such countries for visitor visas.

Establishes a W (nonimmigrant)-visa for: (1) a Canadian citizen who is older than 50 years of age and owns a U.S.

residence or has rented a U.S. accommodation for the duration of his or her stay; and (2) such alien's accompanying

spouse and children. Makes such visa renewable every three years with a maximum stay of 240 consecutive days in

each authorized period.

Revises the visa waiver program to: (1) authorize the Secretary of Homeland Security to designate any country as a

program country; (2) adjust visa refusal rate criteria, including addition of a 3% maximum overstay rate; and (3) revise

probationary and termination provisions.

Establishes an X (nonimmigrant)-visa for: (1) an alien who invests (and maintains) at least $500,000 in U.S. residential

real estate, of which at least $250,000 must be for a U.S. primary residence where such person will reside for more than

180 days per year; and (2) such alien's accompanying spouse and children. Makes such visa renewable every three

years.

Amends the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 to direct the Secretary of Homeland Security to

include in the Global Entry Trusted Traveler Network individuals who meet security requirements and are employed and

sponsored by an international organization which maintains a strong working relationship with the United States.

Actions Timeline

Oct 20, 2011: Introduced in Senate
Oct 20, 2011: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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