LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — July 2, 2026
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/112/hr/1617

HR 1617

Strengthen and Unite Communities with Civics Education and English Development Act of 2011

Congress: 112 (2011-2013, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Education

Introduced: Apr 15, 2011

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training. (May 20, 2011)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-bill/1617

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-15]
Party: Democratic + State: CA  Chamber: House

Cosponsors (22 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Del. Bordallo, Madeleine Z. [D-GU-At Large] D -GU Apr 15, 2011
Del. Faleomavaega, Eni F. H. [D-AS-At Large] D-AS Apr 15, 2011
Del. Sablan, Gregorio Kilili Camacho [D-MP-At Large] D-MP Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Chu, Judy [D-CA-32] D-CA Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Clarke, Yvette D. [D-NY-11] D - NY Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Ellison, Keith [D-MN-5] D - MN Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Filner, Bob [D-CA-51] D-CA Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Green, Al [D-TX-9] D-TX Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Green, Gene [D-TX-29] D-TX Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Grijalva, Raul M. [D-AZ-7] D-AZ Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Gutierrez, Luis V. [D-IL-4] D-IL Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Hanabusa, Colleen W. [D-HI-1] D -HI Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Hirono, Mazie K. [D-HI-2] D - HI Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-9] D-CA Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-16] D-CA Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Matsui, Doris O. [D-CA-5] D-CA Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Napolitano, Grace F. [D-CA-38] D-CA Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Polis, Jared [D-CO-2] D-CO Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Quigley, Mike [D-IL-5] D-IL Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Roybal-Allard, Lucille [D-CA-34] D-CA Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Stark, Fortney Pete [D-CA-13] D-CA Apr 15, 2011
Rep. Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9] D-IL Jun 13, 2011
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Committee Activity

Committee
Education and Workforce Committee

Education and Workforce Committee

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Chamber
House

House

Activity
Referred to

Referred to

Date
May 20, 2011
May 20, 2011



Summary (as of Apr 15, 2011)

Strengthen and Unite Communities with Civics Education and English Development Act of 2011 - Amends the Adult
Education and Family Literacy Act (the Act) to allow state leadership activities grants to be used to provide technical
assistance to faith and community-based organizations desiring grants under the Act.

Directs the National Institute for Literacy to: (1) disseminate information regarding integrated English literacy, U.S. history,
and civics education programs; and (2) study the effectiveness of distance learning or self-study programs for English
language learners. Makes integrated English literacy, U.S. history, and civics education programs eligible for assistance
under the Secretary of Education's national leadership activities program.

Requires the Secretary to award grants to states for integrated English literacy, U.S. history, and civics education
programs, with each state's grant amount tied to the size and growth of their recent immigrant population.

Amends the Act and the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to replace references to individuals of limited
English proficiency with references to English language learners.

Requires the Commissioner for Education Research of the National Center for Education Research to establish a
national research and development center for adult education and literacy, or include adult education if a center for adult
literacy has already been established.

Establishes the Presidential Award for Business Leadership in Promoting United States Citizenship to be awarded to
companies and other organizations that make extraordinary efforts in assisting their employees and members to learn
English and increase their understanding of U.S. history and civics.

Renames the Office of Citizenship within U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services of the Department of Homeland
Security the Office of Citizenship and Immigrant Integration (the Office). Includes among its functions furthering the
integration of immigrants into this country. Permits the Office to accept donations in support of its activities.

Authorizes the Chief of the Office to provide grants to states to: (1) form State New American Councils to develop and
implement comprehensive immigrant introduction plans and disseminate information pertaining to effective English
acquisition and civics education programs; and (2) award subgrants, through such Councils, to local governments to
assist them in integrating immigrants into communities pursuant to such plans.

Establishes a New Citizens Award program authorizing the President to present a medal to up to 10 new citizens per
year who make an outstanding contribution to this country.

Actions Timeline

May 20, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education.
May 20, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training.

Apr 15, 2011: Introduced in House

Apr 15, 2011: Referred to the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.
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