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HR 1598
Solar Opportunity and Local Access Rights Act

Congress: 112 (2011–2013, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Energy
Introduced: Apr 15, 2011
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Insurance, Housing and Community Opportunity.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Insurance, Housing and Community Opportunity.  (May 2, 2011) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-bill/1598 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Cardoza, Dennis A. [D-CA-18] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Lujan, Ben Ray [D-NM-3] D · NM Apr 15, 2011

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Apr 25, 2011

Financial Services Committee House Referred to May 2, 2011

Oversight and Government Reform Committee House Referred to Apr 27, 2011

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Apr 18, 2011

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Energy

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Apr 15, 2011) 

Solar Opportunity and Local Access Rights Act - Amends the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 (PURPA) to

require each state regulatory authority with ratemaking authority, and each nonregulated electric utility, to conduct a

hearing, and on the basis of such hearing, adopt a net metering standard.

Requires retail electric suppliers to make net metering available to retail customers on a first-come-first-served basis.

Prescribes implementation requirements regarding: (1) net energy measurement, (2) billing practices, (3) ownership of

credits, (4) safety and performance standards, and (5) determination of compliance.

Directs the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to publish model interconnection standards for the physical

connection between local distribution systems and qualified generation units and qualified electric generation units that

do not exceed 5 megawatts of capacity. Requires states to adopt such model standards, subject to FERC approval.

Prohibits a state or nonregulated utility from adopting or enforcing any standard or requirement concerning net metering

or interconnection that restricts access to the electric power transmission or local distribution system by qualified

generators beyond those established under this Act.

Allows states to adopt or enforce additional incentives or requirements to encourage qualified generation and net

metering, including any that afford: (1) greater access to the electric power transmission and local distribution systems by

qualified generators, or (2) greater compensation or credit for electricity generated by qualified generators.

Authorizes a contract for renewable energy for public buildings and properties for a maximum period of 30 years.

Amends the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 to condition receipt of certain community development

block grant (CDBG) funds upon grantee certification that the cost of any permit or license, for construction or installation

of any solar energy system for any structure, complies with certain requirements.

Directs the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to issue regulations to prohibit any restriction impairing

the ability of the owner or lessee of a one-family residential structure to install or use a solar energy system upon such

property.

Instructs the Secretary of Energy (DOE) to establish a Center for Advanced Solar Research and Development.

Directs the Secretary to issue regulations also requiring that the application for approval of such a system: (1) be

processed and approved in the same manner as an application for approval of an architectural modification to the

property, and (2) not be willfully avoided or delayed.



Actions Timeline

May 2, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Insurance, Housing and Community Opportunity.
Apr 27, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations and
Procurement Reform .
Apr 25, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Power.
Apr 18, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency
Management.
Apr 15, 2011: Introduced in House
Apr 15, 2011: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on Oversight
and Government Reform, Financial Services, and Transportation and Infrastructure, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.
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