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S 1516
Sustainable States Act of 2011

Congress: 112 (2011-2013, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Environmental Protection

Introduced: Sep 7, 2011

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works. (Sep 7, 2011)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/senate-bill/1516

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ]
Party: Democratic * State: NJ ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Referred To Sep 7, 2011
Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
112 HR 3424 Identical bill Nov 18, 2011: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy.
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Summary (as of Sep 7, 2011)

Sustainable States Act of 2011 - Establishes a program under which the Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) shall provide no more than 20 grants to sustainable state consortia (partnerships consisting of local
governments, states, public universities, and other municipal organizations, businesses, or nonprofit organizations) to
establish and carry out municipal sustainability certification programs. Requires each grant to have a three year term.
Defines "municipal sustainability certification program" as a program that: (1) determines a set of state-specific
benchmarks for use in evaluating sustainability, and (2) certifies a municipality as sustainable based on documented
achievement of those benchmarks.

Directs the Administrator to: (1) establish flexible guidelines that reflect regional differences for use by such consortia in
establishing such programs; (2) annually compile data from such consortia and report to Congress on municipal actions
undertaken to obtain municipal sustainability certification; (3) encourage such consortia to establish certification
standards beyond the guidelines established by the Administrator, adapt the administration of the program to meet
regional or local needs, and plan for public-private partnership agreements that will sustain the operation of the
certification program of a state beyond the term of the grant; and (4) establish a website that permits interactive dialogue
and collaboration among community leaders and citizens engaged in municipal sustainability certification.

Establishes a program under which the Administrator shall award no more than 20 project grants to municipalities
certified by sustainable state consortia to extend the leadership of the municipalities in meeting sustainability challenges.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 7, 2011: Introduced in Senate
e Sep 7, 2011: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
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