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S 989
Grid Access Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Energy
Introduced: May 6, 2009
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.  (May 6, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/989 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NJ   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Lieberman, Joseph I. [ID-CT] ID · CT May 6, 2009

Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] I · VT May 6, 2009

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Referred To May 6, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Energy

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of May 6, 2009) 

Grid Access Act of 2009 - Amends the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 (PURPA) to add definitions of

combined heat and power facility as well as net metering.

Requires each state regulatory authority with ratemaking authority, and each nonregulated electric utility, to conduct a

hearing and, on the basis of such hearing, adopt a net metering standard.

Requires retail electric suppliers to offer to arrange to make net metering available to retail customers on a first-come-

first-served basis.

Prescribes implementation requirements regarding: (1) net energy measurement; (2) billing practices; (3) ownership of

credits; (4) safety and performance standards; and (5) determination of compliance.

Directs the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to publish model interconnection standards, according to

specified requirements, for the physical connection between local distribution systems and qualified generation units and

electric generation units that are either qualified generation units or combined heat and power facilities. Requires states

to adopt such model standards, subject to FERC approval.

Requires each electric utility to allow a combined heat and power facility to site distribution lines on and across public

rights-of-way for the purpose of interconnecting with contiguous end use customers. Specifies time limitations for

compliance with such siting for combined heat and power facilities.

Requires each state or local electric utility regulatory entity to establish a tariff for electricity produced by clean distributed

energy resources that provides for the efficient and effective use of clean distributed energy resources by covered

facilities. Prescribes tariff requirements.

Prohibits a state or nonregulated utility from adopting or enforcing any standard or requirement concerning net metering

or interconnection that restricts access to the electric power transmission or local distribution system by qualified

generators beyond those established under this Act.

Actions Timeline

May 6, 2009: Introduced in Senate
May 6, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.
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