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HR 97
Deceptive Practices and Voter Intimidation Prevention Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics
Introduced: Jan 6, 2009
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties.  (Jun 12, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/97 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Conyers, John, Jr. [D-MI-14] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: MI   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (19 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D · DC Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] D · TN Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Delahunt, Bill [D-MA-10] D · MA Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Ellison, Keith [D-MN-5] D · MN Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Jackson-Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D · TX Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Johnson, Henry C. "Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4] D · GA Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Lewis, John [D-GA-5] D · GA Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-16] D · CA Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Maloney, Carolyn B. [D-NY-14] D · NY Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Nadler, Jerrold [D-NY-8] D · NY Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Payne, Donald M. [D-NJ-10] D · NJ Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Schiff, Adam B. [D-CA-29] D · CA Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Scott, Robert C. "Bobby" [D-VA-3] D · VA Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Van Hollen, Chris [D-MD-8] D · MD Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Wexler, Robert [D-FL-19] D · FL Jan 6, 2009

Rep. Boucher, Rick [D-VA-9] D · VA Jan 8, 2009

Rep. Gutierrez, Luis V. [D-IL-4] D · IL Jan 8, 2009

Rep. Wasserman Schultz, Debbie [D-FL-20] D · FL Jan 14, 2009

Rep. Holt, Rush [D-NJ-12] D · NJ Mar 30, 2009

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Jun 12, 2009
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Jan 6, 2009) 

Deceptive Practices and Voter Intimidation Prevention Act of 2009 - Amends the federal criminal code to make it unlawful

for anyone before or during a federal election to knowingly communicate, or attempt to communicate, false election-

related information about that election, with the intent to prevent another person from exercising the right to vote.

Increases from one year to five years' imprisonment the criminal penalty for intimidation of voters.

Directs the U.S. Sentencing Commission to review and, if appropriate, amend the federal sentencing guidelines and

policy statements applicable to persons convicted of any offense under this Act.

Authorizes any person to report to the Attorney General false election information or intimidation of voters.

Requires the Attorney General, immediately after receiving such a report, to consider and review it and, if there is a

reasonable basis to find that a violation has occurred, to: (1) undertake all effective measures necessary to provide

correct information to voters affected by the false information; and (2) refer the matter to the appropriate federal and state

authorities for criminal prosecution or civil action after the election.

Directs the Attorney General to study and report to Congress on the feasibility of providing such corrective information

through public service announcements, the emergency alert system, or other forms of public broadcast.

Requires the Attorney General to establish a Voting Integrity Task Force to carry out the requirements of this Act with

respect to any general, primary, run-off, or special election for federal office.

Actions Timeline

Jun 12, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties.
Jan 7, 2009: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E27)
Jan 6, 2009: Introduced in House
Jan 6, 2009: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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