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S 957
Public Health Emergency Response Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: May 1, 2009
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (text of measure
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S5020-5022)  (May 1, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/957 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: IL   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D · NM May 1, 2009

Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] D · PA May 1, 2009

Sen. Feingold, Russell D. [D-WI] D · WI May 1, 2009

Sen. Lieberman, Joseph I. [ID-CT] ID · CT May 14, 2009

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To May 1, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

111 HR 2231 Identical bill May 5, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
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Summary  (as of May 1, 2009) 

Public Health Emergency Response Act of 2009 - Amends the Public Health Service Act to allow the Secretary of Health

and Human Services to activate the coverage of short-term emergency health care services if the Secretary determines

that there is a public health emergency. Sets forth factors for the Secretary to consider, including the degree to which the

emergency is likely to overwhelm health care providers in the region.

Requires the Secretary to establish a medical monitoring program for monitoring and reporting on the health care needs

of the affected population over time.

Limits eligibility for coverage of emergency health care services to: (1) uninsured or underinsured emergency victims who

need health care services due to injuries or disease resulting from the public health emergency; or (2) uninsured

individuals residing in the affected area whose ability to access care or medicine is disrupted as a result of the

emergency.

Directs the Secretary to: (1) establish a streamlined process for determining eligibility for emergency health care services;

(2) report to Congress on the number and adequacy of volunteers enrolled in the Emergency System for Advance

Registration of Volunteer Health Professionals (ESAR-VHP) who will be available to each state in the event of a public

health emergency; and (3) conduct an outreach and public education campaign to inform health care providers and the

general public about the availability of emergency health care coverage during the period of the emergency.

Actions Timeline

May 1, 2009: Introduced in Senate
May 1, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (text of measure
as introduced: CR S5020-5022)
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