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S 940
Southern Nevada Higher Education Land Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009-2011, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources

Introduced: Apr 30, 2009

Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 286.

Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 286. (Mar 2, 2010)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/940

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Reid, Harry [D-NV]
Party: Democratic + State: NV e« Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Ensign, John [R-NV] RNV Apr 30, 2009
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Hearings By (subcommittee) Oct 8, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

Bill Relationship  Last Action
111 HR 2210 Identical bill  May 4, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands.
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Summary (as of Mar 2, 2010)

Southern Nevada Higher Education Land Act of 2009 - Directs the Secretary of the Interior to convey three parcels of
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land to the Nevada System of Higher Education (the System) for the Great Basin
College, the College of Southern Nevada, and the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (the campuses). Allows conveyance
of the federal land to be phased-in while remediation is completed.

Authorizes the Board of Regents of the System to agree in writing to: (1) pay administrative costs associated with the
conveyance, including the costs of any environmental , wildlife, cultural, or historical resources studies; (2) use the
federal land for educational and recreational purposes; (3) release and indemnify the United States from any claims or
liabilities that may arise from uses carried out on the federal land on or before enactment of this Act by the United States
or any person; (4) erect at the campuses monuments that acknowledge the conveyance of the federal land for furthering
the higher education of citizens in Nevada; and (5) assist BLM in providing information to students of the System and
citizens of Nevada on public lands in the United States (including management of such land) and the role of BLM in
managing, preserving, and protecting public lands in Nevada.

Requires the federal land to be used according to the agreement entitled "Cooperative Interlocal Agreement between the
Board of Regents of the Nevada System of Higher Education on Behalf of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas and the
99th Air Base Wing, Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada," dated June 19, 20009.

Prohibits the federal land from being used to compromise the national security mission or avigation rights of Nellis Air
Force Base.

Allows the System to use the federal land for educational or public purposes relating to the establishment, operation,
growth, and maintenance of the System, including: (1) educational facilities; (2) housing for students, System employees,
and educators; (3) student life and recreational facilities, public parks, and open space; (4) university and college medical
and health facilities; (5) research facilities; and (6) any other public purpose that would be associated with an institution of
higher education, consistent with the Recreation and Public Purposes Act.

Permits the System: (1) to lease or otherwise provide property or space at the campuses to religious, public interest,
community, or other groups for services and events of interest to the System or any community in southern Nevada; (2)
to allow other communities in southern Nevada to use the campuses' facilities for educational and recreational programs;
and (3) in conjunction with the city of Las Vegas, North Las Vegas, or Pahrump or Clark or Nye County to plan, finance
(including through cost-share assistance), construct, and operate facilities for the city or counties on the federal land for
educational or recreational purposes.

Requires reversion of the federal land or any part of it to the United States if such land or part ceases to be used for the
System in accordance with this Act.

Authorizes appropriations.



Actions Timeline

e Mar 2, 2010: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Reported by Senator Bingaman with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute. With written report No. 111-136.

e Mar 2, 2010: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 286.

e Dec 16, 2009: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Ordered to be reported with an amendment in the nature
of a substitute favorably.

e Oct 8, 2009: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands and Forests. Hearings held.
With printed Hearing: S.Hrg. 111-285.

e Apr 30, 2009: Introduced in Senate

e Apr 30, 2009: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S4966-4967)

e Apr 30, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S4967)
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